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Sec. of Treasury Tim Geithner, 
left, partially blocked by his 
Secret Service agent, walks 
down the West Wing Colon¬ 
nade of the White House to¬ 
wards the Oval Office to meet 
with President Barack Obama, 
Friday, Aug. 5, 2011 in Wash¬ 
ington. Obama met with 
Geithner prior to his departure 
for the presidential retreat at 
Camp David, Md. Credit rat¬ 
ing agency Standard & Poor’s 
on Friday, Aug. 5, 2011 low¬ 
ered the nation’s AAA rating 
for the first time since granting 
it in 1917. 

(AP Photo/Pablo Martinez 
Monsivais) 

Geithner will 
stay for now 

CHARLIE SAVAGE 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The Trea¬ 
sury secretary, Timothy F. 
Geithner, has told President 
Barack Obama that he will 
remain in his position for 
the time being, the depart¬ 
ment announced Sunday, 
ending speculation that he 
might step down soon. 
“Secretary Geithner has 
let the president know that 
he plans to stay on in his 
position at Treasury,” Jenni 
R. LeCompte, a Treasury 
spokeswoman, said in a 
written statement. “He 
looks forward to the im¬ 
portant work ahead on 
the challenges facing our 
great country.” 

Geithner, 49, said a month 
ago that he would decide 
on his future after the ad¬ 
ministration and Congress 
reached a deal to increase 
the nation’s debt limit, rais¬ 
ing the possibility that he 
would step down. 

Obama signed the debt 
ceiling legislation into law 
last TuesdayO 


THOM SHANKER 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - They came 
from the same town, 
Shreveport, La. They were 
high school friends. Both 
men, Robert James Reeves 
and Jonas Kelsall, had over¬ 
come extreme tests and 
rigorous training to serve on 
the same elite SEAL team. 
Both were assigned the 
same mission, and put in 
the same helicopter, only 
to perish together on Satur¬ 
day. 

The helicopter crash in Af¬ 
ghanistan that killed 30 
U.S. servicemen, including 
22 members of the Navy’s 
most elite counterterrorism 
unit, brought the pain of a 
double loss to a Louisiana 
river port this weekend. 
Chief Petty Officer Reeves, 
who had turned 32 just days 
ago, was accepted for na¬ 
val special warfare training 
in 1999. 

He passed the harsh win¬ 
nowing process to qualify 
for SEAL Team 6, the coun¬ 
terterrorism unit that con¬ 
ducted the raid into Paki¬ 
stan on May 2 that killed 
Osama bin Laden. 

“He was always very gre¬ 


garious - a star soccer 
and lacrosse player in high 
school,” said his father, 
James W. Reeves. “It had 
never been obvious to 
me that he was going to 
choose a military career. 
It is very difficult to make it 
on these SEAL teams. But 
that was where he knew he 

Official woes 

JACK EWING 

©2011 New York Times 

FRANKFURT, Germany - 

Policymakers around the 
world were searching on 
Sunday for a way to re¬ 
spond to market tensions 
that seemed to be grow¬ 
ing too powerful for any 
one economic superpow¬ 
er to handle alone. 

As the shock of Friday's 
downgrade of U.S. debt 
reverberated danger¬ 
ously with anxiety about 
European liabilities, cen¬ 
tral bankers and national 
leaders were under pres¬ 
sure to try to do something 
to restore confidence 
before Asian markets 
opened, and to prevent 
an extension of the rout 
that began last week. 


needed to be.” 

Over the course of his ca¬ 
reer, Robert Reeves had 
been deployed to the war 
zone more than a dozen 
times in the 10 years since 
the Sept. 11 attacks, earn¬ 
ing four Bronze Stars for 
bravery and meritorious 
service, each with a “V de- 


As G-20 leaders conferred 
by phone, the governing 
council of the European 
Central Bank was holding 


vice” for valor. 

Since their freshman year 
of high school. Reeves had 
been best friends with Kel¬ 
sall, who also enlisted in the 
Navy, tried out for the SEALs 
and passed the trials to join 
Team 6. 


Continued on page 2 


(AP Photo/Karly Domb Sadof) 

an emergency confer¬ 
ence call late Sunday. 

Continued on page 2 



Tourists drive past Standard & Poor's headquarters in New 
York's financial district Saturday, Aug. 6, 2011. After the first- 
ever downgrade of the U.S. government's AAA credit rating 
by Standard & Poor’s on Friday, top officials at the company 
on Saturday defended their position after the Obama 
administration called the move a hasty decision based on 
faulty math. 
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Double loss for Shreveport in Afghan crash 


Continued from Front Page 

He then chose the route 
of officer training, and had 
been promoted to the rank 
of lieutenant commander 
by the time the unit was 
sent into the rugged Tangi 
Valley of Wardak Province, 
just west of Kabul. 

An investigation was un¬ 
der way Sunday into the 
weapon used to shoot 
down their Chinook trans¬ 
port helicopter in a moun¬ 
tainous area of eastern 
Afghanistan. All 38 people 
aboard were killed, includ¬ 
ing 30 Americans (of whom 
22 were Navy SEALS), sev¬ 
en Afghan commandos 
and an Afghan translator. 
It was the single largest loss 
of American life in the Af¬ 
ghan war. 

Military investigators spent 
Sunday in the Tangi valley, 
where the helicopter was 
shot down, combing the 
ground to try to verify the 
initial assessment that in¬ 
surgents had used a rock¬ 
et-propelled grenade to 



Patrick Hamburger, 30, of 
Grand Island, Neb. Hamburger 
was among 30 Americans 
killed when a U.S. military 
helicopter was shot down 
Friday, Aug. 5, 2011. Military 
officials have not released 
the names of those killed, but 
Hamburger's family confirmed 
his death. 

(AP Photo/Family Photo) 

down the helicopter. 

U.S. and Afghan officials 
said Sunday that the SEALs 
and Afghan commandos 
had been called into War¬ 
dak Province as a “quick- 
reaction force” to assist a 
U.S. ground unit facing stiff 
resistance from insurgent 
fighters. 

“This unit was engaged in 


heavy fire on the ground, 
and they called for help," 
said one U.S. official briefed 
on the mission. 

The target of the initial mis¬ 
sion, which one official said 
was being carried out by 
Army Rangers, was a Tal¬ 
iban leader whose network 
was responsible for a series 
of attacks and emplace¬ 
ment of roadside bombs. 
The last time Reeves’ fam¬ 
ily had seen him was dur¬ 
ing a Christmas reunion in 
Shreveport, and even then 
he did not talk about the 
specifics of those missions, 
in keeping with the highly 
secretive nature of the 
Navy SEALs. In triumph and 
in tragedy, members of the 
special operations commu¬ 
nity do not speak of their 
work. In fact, many had ex¬ 
pressed frustration with the 
jubilant atmosphere after 
the May 2 raid that killed 
Osama bin Laden, marked 
by fist-pumping and chest¬ 
pounding from some poli¬ 
ticians and a few retired 
members of the SEALs. □ 


Amid debt tensions: 

World leaders consider 
next move on policies 


Continued from Front Page 


The central bank was likely 
to discuss whether to buy 
Spanish and Italian bonds 
to prevent borrowing costs 
for those countries from be¬ 
coming unsustainable. But 
with signs of slowing growth 
in the United States and 
Europe, and government 
budgets and central bank 
balance sheets stretched 
to the limit, the policy op¬ 
tions were dwindling. 

Some analysts said that 
the European Central Bank 
would itself need help from 
other central banks and 
nations because of the 
scale of the problem. 

“They just can’t allow the 
Italian economy to go 
down the tubes. It would 
be a Lehman-type situa¬ 
tion,” 

Uri Dadush, a senior asso¬ 


ciate at the Carnegie En¬ 
dowment for International 
Peace, said on Sunday. 
He was referring to the 
collapse of the investment 
bank Lehman Brothers in 
2008, which touched off 
the global financial crisis. 
Dadush put the cost of a 
bailout of Italy at $1.4 tril¬ 
lion, with Spain requiring 
another $700 billion. 

Those amounts would 
be a challenge for even 
the most solvent Euro¬ 
pean countries, foremost 
among them Germany. 
Finance ministers of the 
G-7 and G-20 nations 
were conferring on Sun¬ 
day, Reuters reported, but 
it was not clear whether 
there was enough support 
for a substantial coordi¬ 
nated intervention in the 
markets - or even wheth¬ 
er that would be a good 
idea.Q 
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Obama team now focuses on tough re-election campaign 


President Barack Obama boards Air Force One en route to 
Chicago, at Andrews Air Force Base on Aug. 3, 2011. Obama 
headed back to Chicago to raise money for his re-election 
campaign on Wednesday, with plans to attend two fundraisers 
pegged to his 50th birthday tomorrow. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 


JACKIE CALMES 
HELENE COOPER 
©2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - After a 
month tied down in Wash¬ 
ington by the bruising bud¬ 
get fight, President Barack 
Obama breaks out to four 
battleground states this 
week and next, including a 
campaign-style bus tour in 
the Upper Midwest, stump¬ 
ing with a new urgency 
as global economic fears 
darken his re-election pros¬ 
pects. 

Fifteen months from Elec¬ 
tion Day, Obama is gear¬ 
ing up his re-election effort 
with unemployment stuck 
above 9 percent, econom¬ 
ic growth faltering, financial 
markets gyrating and faith 
in Washington depressed 
by the partisan debt limit 
fight. Now the creditworthi¬ 
ness of government bonds 
has been downgraded for 
the first time ever by one of 
the ratings agencies - a de¬ 
velopment laden with sym¬ 
bolic meaning as well as 
potential practical impact. 
Obama’s approval rat¬ 
ings are below 50 percent 


in electoral battlegrounds 
like Iowa, Michigan, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania, accord¬ 
ing to recent polls there. His 
party's political infrastruc¬ 
ture has been weakened 
in crucial states where Re¬ 
publicans won statehouses 
last year, though the White 
House sees potential ben¬ 
efit in a reaction to the 
unpopular policies of new 
Republican governors in 
states like Florida, Ohio 
and Wisconsin. Despite 
an intensive effort by the 
White House since last No¬ 
vember to recapture the 
political center, Obama 
continues to struggle to win 
back the support of mod¬ 
erate and independent 
voters, polls show. Having 
won with their help in 2008 
in states where Democrats 
for years had not seriously 
competed - Indiana, North 
Carolina, Virginia and some 
mountain states - Obama 
will now have to struggle 
not just to duplicate that 
feat but also to prevail in 
traditional swing states like 
Pennsylvania. 

A recent Quinnipiac poll 


there had Obama running 
two percentage points be¬ 
hind a Republican rival, Mitt 
Romney, a former Massa¬ 
chusetts governor - essen¬ 
tially a tie, since the differ¬ 
ence is within the margin of 
sampling error. 

“You’d have to be anesthe¬ 
tized to be complacent, re¬ 
ally, and not only because 
of economic circumstanc¬ 
es,” said Geoff Garin, a 


longtime Democratic poll¬ 
ster who lately has held fo¬ 
cus groups of swing voters 
for an independent group 


working for Obama's re- 
election. “There are clearly 
concerning signs in the 
polling data." “But,” Ga¬ 
rin added, “there's both a 
campaign yet to be run for 
Obama and a real debate 
to be had about what the 
way forward ought to look 
like.” 

The next two weeks will 
signal an informal start to 
the Obama campaign’s 
effort to address all those 
challenges, as he travels to 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota 
and Virginia. There he will 
begin doing what incum¬ 
bent presidents of both 
parties do when facing 
a tough re-election race: 
trying to make the con¬ 
test less a referendum on 
their record than a choice 
between two competing 
optionsO 


Police: 8 killed in US, gunman among dead 



Members of the Summit County Sheriff Department leave the 
scene of a multiple fatal shooting Sunday, Aug. 7,2011 in Copley 
Township, Ohio, Sunday, Aug. 7. 2011. A family argument in the 
Akron suburb ended in the shooting deaths of eight people in 
two places, including an 11-year-old, and two more people 
were wounded, authorities said Sunday 

(AP Photo/Akron Beacon Journal, Karen Schiely) 


THOMAS J. SHEERAN 
Associated Press 
COPLEY, Ohio (AP) — A 

man apparently angry 
with his girlfriend gunned 
down two people 
outside a home and two 
more in a car Sunday 
morning, then chased 
down another victim in a 
shooting rampage that 
left eight dead, including 
the gunman who was shot 
by police, authorities and 
witnesses said. 

Two others were wounded. 
A child was among those 
shot, witnesses said, though 
police wouldn’t confirm 
that. 

The gunman killed seven 
people in three places and 
was shot elsewhere, Copley 
police Chief Michael Mier 
said. 

A neighbor, Gilbert Elie, 
was getting ready for 
church when he heard 
gunshots. He went outside 
and found a woman in 
a driveway who’d been 
shot and a man shot near 
a garage, and a woman 
and girl in a vehicle who 
were wounded, he told The 


Associated Press. 

Then a woman came out 
of the house next door and 


tried to talk to Elie, he said, 
but her boyfriend followed 
and shot her. □ 
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Deportation tale with a surprise happy ending 


public eye. There has been 
a shift in Washington, with 
President Barack Obama 
saying he wants to avoid 
separating immigrant fami¬ 
lies and focus on deporting 
foreigners who have been 
convicted of crimes. But it 
was Tony Wasilewski, with 
his unyielding determina¬ 
tion to provide his wife and 
child with a life in the Unit¬ 
ed States, who ultimately 
won her return. In 2007, 
even after the country had 
expelled his wife, in one of 
the bleakest periods of his 
solitary wait, he decided 
to naturalize and become 
a U.S. citizen. “It was very 
hard to choose between 
my family and the United 
States,” Tony Wasilewski 
said by telephone from 
his home in Schiller Park, 
III. After traveling back to 
Poland to visit his wife and 
son, he said, “I choose 
America.” He said he also 
wanted to erase the stain 
of deportation on his fam¬ 
ily. “I did it for three reasons 
for my wife,” he said, using 
a grand phrase that has 
been his mantra: 

“Honor, dignity and jus¬ 
tice.” Tony and Janina 
Wasilewski came here sep¬ 
arately from Poland in 1989, 
both entering legally. Tony 
Wasilewski eventually ob¬ 
tained a green card and 
then his citizenship. Janina 
Wasilewski took a different 
course, applying for po¬ 
litical asylum based on her 
anti-Communist activism in 
her home country,Q 


err 

Caribbean Internet 


JULIA PRESTON 
© 2011 New York Times 

A Polish woman will step off 
an airplane in Chicago on 
Monday afternoon with a 
legal visa in her hand, com¬ 
ing back to live in the United 
States four years after her 
deportation sundered her 
family, in a rare case of the 
return of an immigrant who 
was expelled. The woman, 
Janina Wasilewski, was de¬ 
ported in 2007 after living 
for 18 years in the Chicago 
suburbs. Several applica¬ 
tions she had filed to be¬ 
come a legal resident be¬ 
came hopelessly tangled in 
the immigration courts and 
were finally denied. She left 
behind her husband, Tony, 
also a Polish immigrant, 
but with his agreement she 
took their son, Brian, a U.S. 
citizen, who was 6. 

The Wasilewski family be¬ 
came one of the nation’s 
most visible examples of 
the impact of deportation, 
just as the pace of removals 
has accelerated under the 
Obama administration, to 
nearly 800,000 over the last 
two years. Images of the 
scene when Wasilewski left 
from O’Hare International 
Airport in June 2007 were 
circulated widely, with her 
husband gripping her and 
their son and weeping as 
he begged them not to cry. 
“I can come back again 
to my sweet home in Chi¬ 


THE 


cago,” Wasilewski said by 
telephone last week from 
Nowe Miasto Lubawskie, a 
country town in north cen¬ 
tral Poland where she has 
lived with Brian in a small 
apartment for the last four 


45, lost every battle but the 
last. Her case has cast light 
on some of the immigra¬ 
tion system’s cul-de-sacs 
and severe penalties that 
lawyers say have stopped 
hundreds of thousands of 


tion, from re-entering the 
United States for at least 
10 years. The immigration 
authorities finally reversed 
course in July, granting a 
waiver that allowed her to 
return with a legal perma¬ 


Tony Wasilewski with a portrait of his son, Brian, at his home near Chicago in Schiller Park, III., Aug. 
4, 2011. Wasilewski's wife, Janina, and their 10-year-old son, Brian, are to return home to Chicago 
on Monday, four years after U.S. immigration officials deported her to Poland. 

(Sally Ryan/The New York Times) 


nent resident’s green card. 
Wasilewski had the help of 
a tenacious lawyer, Royal F. 
Berg, and several lawmak¬ 
ers, especially Rep. Luis V. 
Gutierrez, D-lll. The docu¬ 
mentary filmmaker Ruth 
Leitman was appalled by 
the family's separation and 
made a film about it. Immi¬ 
grant advocate groups in 
Illinois kept the case in the 
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years. Still disbelieving, she 
said she would not allow 
herself any joy until she and 
her son were on the airplane 
approaching Chicago. Her 
homecoming will culmi¬ 
nate a 22-year legal fight 
in which Wasilewski, now 


immigrants who lack le¬ 
gal status - otherwise law- 
abiding parents or spouses 
of U.S. citizens - from find¬ 
ing a way to get right with 
the law. Under a 1996 stat¬ 
ute, Wasilewski had been 
barred, after her deporta¬ 
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Perry leads prayer rally at stadium for 'nation in crisis’ 


MANNY FERNANDEZ 
© 2011 New York Times 
HOUSTON - Standing on a 
stage surrounded by thou¬ 
sands of fellow Christians 
on Saturday morning. Gov. 
Rick Perry of Texas called on 
Jesus to bless and guide the 
nation's military and politi¬ 
cal leaders and “those who 
cannot see the light in the 
midst of all the darkness.” 
“Lord, you are the source 
of every good thing,” Perry 
said, as he bowed his head, 
closed his eyes and leaned 
into a microphone at Reli¬ 
ant Stadium here. 

“You are our only hope, 
and we stand before you 
today in awe of your power 
and in gratitude for your 
blessings and humility for 
our sins. Father, our heart 
breaks for America. We see 
discord at home. 

We see fear in the market¬ 
place. 

We see anger in the halls 
of government, and as a 
nation we have forgotten 
who made us, who pro¬ 
tects us, who blesses us, 
and for that we cry out for 
your forgiveness.” 

In a 13-minute address. 
Perry read several passag¬ 
es from the Bible during a 
prayer rally that he spon¬ 
sored here. 

Thousands of people stood 
or kneeled in the aisles or 
on the concrete floor in 
front of the stage, some 
wiping away tears and 
some shouting, “Amen!” 

The rally was seen as one of 
the biggest tests of Perry’s 
political career, coming 
as he nears a decision on 
whether to seek the Repub¬ 
lican nomination for presi¬ 
dent. 

While the event will be sure 
to help Perry if he tries to 
establish himself as the reli¬ 


gious right's favored candi¬ 
date, it also opens him up 
to criticism for mixing reli¬ 
gion and politics in such a 
grand and overtly Christian 
fashion. 

In many ways, the rally was 
unprecedented, even in 
Texas, where faith and poli¬ 
tics have long intersected 
without much controversy 
- the governor, as both 
a private citizen and an 
elected leader, delivering 
a message to the Lord at 
a Christian prayer rally he 
created, while using his of¬ 
fice's prestige, letterhead, 
website and other resourc¬ 
es to promote it. 

Perry saidhe wanted peo¬ 
ple of all faiths to attend, 
but Christianity dominated 
the service and the religious 



w *nr 


Thousands of participants sing and pray inside Reliant Stadium 
during “The Response,” a Christian-themed prayer serviced 
called for by Texas Gov. Rick Perry, in Houston, Aug. 6, 2011. The 
all day event of prayer and fasting is shaping up to be one of the 
biggest tests of Perry’s political career, coming on the cusp of his 
decision about whether to seek the Republican nomination for 
president. 

(Michael Stravato/The New York Times) 



Tex Gov. Rick Perry speaks at his Christian-themed prayer service 
called “The Response,” at Reliant Stadium in Houston, Aug. 6, 
2011. The all day event of prayer and fasting is shaping up to 
be one of the biggest tests of Perry's political career, coming on 
the cusp of his decision about whether to seek the Republican 
nomination for president. 

(Michael Stravato/The New York Times) 


affiliations of fhe crowd. The 
prayers were given in Je¬ 
sus Christ’s name, and the 
many musical performers 
sang of Christian themes of 
repentance and salvation. 
Perry, a lifelong Methodisf 


who regularly offends an 
evangelical megachurch 
near his home in Wesf Aus¬ 
tin, has been speaking and 
preaching in sanctuaries 
throughout Texas since he 
was state agricultural com¬ 
missioner in the 1990s. Orga¬ 


nizers for the event, called 
The Response: A Call to 
Prayer for a Nation in Crisis, 
estimated that more than 
30,000 people were at Re¬ 
liant Stadium when Perry 
spoke. 

The seating capacity is 
71,500, and tens of thou¬ 
sands of seats in the upper 
decks were empty. 

“I wish you could see what 
I see here,” announced 
Luis Cataldo, a leader of 
the International House of 
Prayer, a Christian ministry 
in Kansas City, Mo., as the 
event began at 10 a.m. 
“This is the body of Christ.” 
While those on the stage 
avoided making overt po¬ 
litical statements or expres¬ 
sions of political support for 
Perry, many in the audi¬ 
ence made it clear in inter¬ 
views that they would vote 
for fhe governor should he 
enfer the presidential race. 
Liz Lara, 62, who lives in La 
Vernia, Texas, drove about 
200 miles to Houston with 


her daughter and two 
grandchildren to attend 
the rally. She said the family 
came to support Perry and 
pray for God’s help in solv¬ 
ing the nation’s problems. 

“I believe that God has pre¬ 
pared Rick Perry for such 
a fime as this," she said. “I 
believe he will be our next 
president.” 

At one point, Perry asked 
those in the audience to 
pray for the president. 

He said: “Father, we pray 
for our president, that you 
impart your wisdom upon 
him, that you would guard 
his family." 

Perry addressed the crowd 
nine days after a federal 
judge dismissed a lawsuit 
filed against him by a na¬ 
tional group of atheists ar¬ 
guing that his participation 
in the rally in his official ca¬ 
pacity as governor violated 
the First Amendment's re¬ 
quirement of separation of 
church and state. 

Members and supporters 
of that group, the Wiscon¬ 
sin-based Freedom From 
Religion Foundation, were 
among dozens of people 
protesting outside the sta¬ 
dium, including gay activ¬ 
ists who criticized Perry for 
supporting the American 
Family Association, which 
organized and financed 
the rally. 

The association is a conser¬ 
vative evangelical group 
based in Mississippi that is 
listed as an anti-gay group 
by the nonprofit Southern 
Poverty Law Center. 

Perry had invited his fellow 
governors to join him, but 
only Gov. Sam Brownback 
of Kansas, a Republican, 
attended. Gov. Rick Scott 
of Florida made a video 
statement that was played 
in the stadium. □ 
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Republicans jostle for position amid key week in Iowa 


JEFF ZELENY 

© 2011 New York Times 
TIFFIN, Iowa - At the out¬ 
set of a crucial week in the 
presidential campaign, the 
Republican candidates are 
increasingly turning on one 
another as they try to over¬ 
come their own weakness¬ 
es and capitalize on the 
vulnerabilities of President 
Barack Obama. 

A sense of urgency is rising 
for contenders to make fa¬ 
vorable impressions at a 
debate Thursday, the first 
time Jon M. Huntsman Jr. 
will join his rivals on stage. 
That will be followed by the 
Iowa Straw Poll on Satur¬ 
day, a ritual that provides 
an early test of organiza¬ 
tional strength that could 
accelerate or dampen the 
aspirations of some candi¬ 
dates. 

The full Republican field will 
descend upon Iowa this 
week to court voters and 
present their arguments 
to party activists, some of 
whom say they are eager 
to build the drumbeat of 
criticism about Obama 
into a candid discussion of 
which candidates could 
best defeat him. 

“The opportunity is right 
there for us,” Tim Pawlenty, 
a former governor of Min¬ 
nesota, told a Republicans 
here on Friday. “The main 
way we're going to goof 
this up, as Republicans, is to 
nominate the wrong can¬ 
didate.” 

As Pawlenty made his way 
across Iowa this weekend, 
he warned Republicans 
against supporting some¬ 
one without executive ex¬ 
perience. His audiences 
nodded in agreement. 
Yet the target of his criti¬ 
cism, Rep. Michele Bach- 
mann of Minnesota, drew 


booming applause from far 
larger audiences when she 
pledged to confront the 
establishment, declaring, 
“Behind this dress is a tita¬ 
nium spine!" 

And looming over the race 
is the question of whether 
Gov. Rick Perry of Texas will 
join the field this month, as 
he has signaled to donors, 
activists and party officials. 
His entry could deliver a jolt 
to the race, but it remains 
an open question how 
long he could maintain the 
same level of curiosity and 
intrigue he now holds. 
“Everybody's waiting for 
some ideal candidate to 
get in,” said Sen. Charles 
E. Grassley, R-lowa, who 
fielded a call from Perry last 
month. He added, “I told 
him to come to Iowa now 
and start campaigning like 
you campaign for sheriff.” 
As the candidates scram¬ 
ble to test their messages 
and gain attention, a ma¬ 


jority of their arrows have 
been aimed at Mitt Rom¬ 
ney, a former governor of 
Massachusetts. 


Huntsman, a former gover¬ 
nor of Utah, assailed Rom¬ 
ney's leadership on the 
debt ceiling debate. Rick 
Santorum, a former senator 
from Pennsylvania, ques¬ 
tioned his convictions on 


conservative social issues. 
Even the former GOP vice 
presidential candidate Sar¬ 
ah Palin, who has yet to rule 


out a run, suggested that 
he placed his finger to the 
wind instead of leading by 
example. 

Romney, who has main¬ 
tained a disciplined silence, 
is preparing for rougher 


treatment in the debate 
Thursday than he received 
in his first one in June. His 
advisers say he is opening 
a new campaign phase 
by making more public 
appearances after sever¬ 
al months of lying low. He 
is not overtly campaign¬ 
ing for the straw poll, but 
is waging a stealth cam¬ 
paign in Iowa to keep his 
options open until the field 
clarifies. 

Republicans sense a fresh 
opening surrounding 

Obama, after painful bud¬ 
get talks, sustained high 
unemployment and low¬ 
ering the nation's credit 
rating. (“It happened on 
your watch, Mr. President," 
Bachmann said Saturday.) 
But that is offset for some 
by a lack of consensus over 


who would be the strongest 
- or least flawed - Republi¬ 
can nominee. 

Here in Tiffin, a handful of 
Republican candidates 
delivered speeches and 
mingled with 300 party ac¬ 
tivists at a picnic supper 
Friday. As Pawlenty, San¬ 
torum and Newt Gingrich, 
a former House speaker, 
worked the room, several 
people stood out in the 
crowd. They wore burnt 
orange shirts printed with 
white lettering: “Americans 
for Rick Perry.” 

It was yet another sign that 
Perry was inching closer 
toward entering the race 
and would not be starting 
a campaign from scratch. 
The group, formed by 
friends who say they are 
operating independently, 
is urging people to attend 
the straw poll and support 
Perry as a write-in candi¬ 
date, since his name will 
not be printed on the bal¬ 
lot. 

The political merits of the 
straw poll are limited, par¬ 
ticularly tor predicting re¬ 
sults of fhe caucuses next 
year. 

But the results - fair or not, 
considering only a few 
thousand people will take 
part in Ames - are likely to 
accelerate or extinguish 
the ambitions of some can¬ 
didates. Rep. Ron Paul of 
Texas, who has wide ap¬ 
peal among voters with a 
libertarian strain, is aggres¬ 
sively pursuing a strong fin¬ 
ish at the straw poll. He has 
been working to expand 
on the deep support of his 
core followers and has en¬ 
couraged them to send 
the party a message. Sen. 
Rand Paul of Kentucky, his 
son, will arrive this week to 
helpO 



Republican presidential candidate Rep. Michele Bachmann 
(R-Minn.) signs autographs during a campaign stop in 
Netwon, Iowa., Aug. 5, 2011. At the outset of a crucial week 
in the presidential campaign, the Republican candidates are 
increasingly turning on one another as they try to overcome 
their own weaknesses and capitalize on the vulnerabilities of 
President Barack Obama. 

(Max Whittaker/The New York Times) 



Former House Speaker and Republican presidential candidate 
Newt Gingrich waits for his turn to speak at a Republican dinner 
in Tiffin, Iowa, Aug. 5, 2011. 

(Max Whittaker/The New York Times) 
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Former New York Governor Hugh Carey dies at 92 


RICHARD PEREZ-PENA 
© 2011 New York Times 

Hugh L. Carey, the gov¬ 
ernor who helped rescue 
New York from the brink 
of financial collapse in the 
1970s and tamed a culture 
of ever-growing spending, 
died Sunday at his summer 
home on Shelter Island. He 
was 92. 

His death was announced 
by the office of Gov. An¬ 
drew M. Cuomo. 

“Governor Carey led our 
state during a time of great 
financial turmoil and pulled 
us back from the brink of 
bankruptcy and economic 
ruin,” Cuomo said in the 
statement. 

As the 51st governor of New 
York from 1975 through 
1982, Carey led a small 
group of public servants 
who vanquished the fiscal 
crisis that threatened New 
York City and the state - 
the direst emergency a 
governor had faced since 
the Depression - by taking 
on powers over the city's 
finances that no governor 
had wielded before and 
none has wielded since. A 
liberal Democrat, Carey re¬ 
versed the upward spiral of 
borrowing, spending and 
entitlement under one of 
his predecessors. Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, a Republican 
who had presided in an 
era of limitless government 
promise. 

But even after eight years 
as governor, Carey re¬ 
mained an enigma. The 


witty storyteller who could 
charm an audience alter¬ 
nated with the irascible lon¬ 
er who alienated many of 
his allies. The brooding, pri¬ 
vate man, father of more 
than a dozen children, 
who mourned the deaths 
of his wife and, earlier, two 
sons killed in a car crash, 
gave way to a man who 
engaged in an exuberant, 
very public romance that 
led to a second marriage. 
Hugh Carey rose to power 
as a Democrat outside his 
party’s machine. He be¬ 
gan the 1974 campaign for 
governor as a recently wid¬ 
owed congressman from 
Brooklyn, a long shot who 
was not taken seriously, yet 
he cruised to one of the 
most resounding victories in 
the state's history. 

Yet he spent his final years 
as governor frustrated. Ab¬ 
sent an emergency, he of¬ 
ten seemed bored with the 
job. 

The political strategist Da¬ 
vid Garth, who was one of 
Carey’s closest associates, 
once said of him: “Hugh 
Carey on the petty issues 
can be very petty. On the 
big stuff, he is terrific.” 
Carey’s stature grew in 
his decades out of office, 
and he was hailed as a 
hero by Republicans and 
Democrats. As he acknowl¬ 
edged, his handling of 
government finances over¬ 
shadowed all else he did. 
On Jan. 1, 1975, Carey de¬ 
clared in his inaugural ad- 
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cascade of emergencies, 
as various state authorities. 
New York City, Yonkers, sev¬ 
eral school districts and 
ultimately the state itself 
flirted with collapse. 

New York City lay at the 
core of the crisis. Lindsay's 
successor as mayor, Abra¬ 
ham D. Beame, was taking 
drastic action, cutting tens 
of thousands of jobs, but 
a solution lay beyond the 
city’s grasp. In May 1975, 
Wall Street firms refused to 
sell the city's bonds, threat¬ 
ening its ability to pay its 
bills. 

Carey responded with a 
series of audacious moves 
to keep the city afloat. He 
created the Municipal As¬ 
sistance Corp. to borrow 
money for the cityO 


dress, “This government will of learning to live within its 

begin today the painful, means.” 

difficult, imperative process He immediately faced a 


New York Gov. Hugh Carey at a press conference in New York, 
Oct. 18, 1975. Carey, the governor who helped rescue New York 
from the brink of financial collapse in the 1970s and tamed a 
culture of ever-growing spending, died Sunday at his summer 
home in Shelter Island, N.Y. He was 92. 

(Tyrone Dukes/The New York Times) 
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A popular premier, sidelined by his party 



MICHAEL WINES 
© 2011 New York Times 
BEIJING - On July 28, Chi¬ 
na’s premier. Wen Jia- 
bao, stood amid funerary 
wreaths in Wenzhou, near 
where a high-speed train 
accident had claimed 
40 lives, and pledged an 
“open and transparent" 
government inquiry into the 
disaster. “The key,” he said, 
“is whether the people can 
get the truth.” 

The next day, state cen¬ 
sors silenced the news me¬ 
dia's dogged reporting on 
railway negligence and 
corruption, then started 
censoring posts on the mi¬ 
croblogs that had stoked 
national outrage over the 


crash. On Tuesday, the 
government inquiry itself 
was accused of being 


rigged, run by a panel that 
included the Railways Min¬ 
istry’s second in command 
and loyalist experts. 

If this seems a galling 
embarrassment, such in¬ 
dignities are not new. As 
Wen enters the twilight 
of a decade as China's 
third-ranked leader, he 
appears to be struggling 
to remain relevant in a 
political system that cov¬ 
ets his benevolent public 
image but has little use 
for his ideas. The leading 
spokesman for what pass¬ 
es for political liberalism in 
China, Wen is by most ac¬ 
counts ideologically iso¬ 
lated on the Communist 
Party's nine-member Polit¬ 
buro standing committee. 
More than once, his views 
have been rebuffed, tac¬ 
itly or openly, in party or¬ 
gans. There are tantaliz¬ 
ing suggestions in writings, 
speeches and the gossip 
mill of rifts with his boss, 
President Hu Jintao. 
“Grandpa Wen," the 
premier who shares the 
common man's pain and 
champions his interests, is 
easily China’s most popu¬ 
lar politician. But internally, 
as Communist Party hard¬ 


liners strengthen their con¬ 
trol over the government, 
his advocacy of political 
reform has increasingly 
sapped his influence. 

He has become such a 
high-risk figure, one official 
news media editor said, 
that a conservative-led 
state radio network last 
year balked at his offer of 
an exclusive exchange with 
listeners on the air. That edi¬ 
tor, like other journalists and 
academics inside the sys¬ 
tem who were interviewed 
for this article, refused to 
be named for fear of re¬ 
taliation. Even liberals who 
support Wen’s reformist or¬ 
atory find themselves disillu¬ 
sioned by his failure to gain 
traction within the leader¬ 
ship. “When Wen became 
premier eight years ago, 
people had high hopes be¬ 
cause his speeches always 
leave people hopeful,” He 
Weifang, a liberal Beijing 
legal scholar and a close 
observer of the Chinese 
leadership, said in an inter¬ 
view. “But now it has been 
eight years. His term is com¬ 
ing to an end. It’s doubtful 
whether he genuinely has 
the strong will to reform, 
because it doesn’t seem 
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In this photo released 
by China’s Xinhua 
News Agency, Chinese 
Premier Wen Jiabao, 
right front, bows toward 
relatives of victims in a 
high-speed train crash in 
Wenzhou, east China’s 
Zhejiang Province. Wen 
vowed to punish any 
corrupt person found 
responsible for the crash 
that killed at least 39 
people and triggered 
public anger over its 
handling. 

(AP Photo/Xinhua, 

Huang Jingwen) 

he has taken enough con¬ 
vincing actions to resist the 
conservatives.” 

Wen has never been seen 
as especially strong. Some 
scholars of China’s leader¬ 
ship say his unspecific calls 
for democracy and people 
power actually fit comfort¬ 
ably within a Communist 
Party committed to abso¬ 
lute rule. Others question his 
maverick credentials, call¬ 
ing him less a reformer than 
the good cop in a bad-cop 
system. “Wen’s become the 
human face of the adminis¬ 
tration, and he’s been very 
effective,” said Susan Shirk, a 
longtime China expert at the 
University of California, San 
Diego. She added: “The oth¬ 
er possibility is that Wen Jia¬ 
bao has two faces. He ad¬ 
vocates transparency in his 
public statements, but only 
insofar as it doesn’t threaten 
the authority of the party.” 
But in a mostly faceless and 
closed-mouth leadership, no 
one strains so publicly at his 
tethers - or suffers as many 
rebuffs - as Wen. That pat¬ 
tern has intensified as jock¬ 
eying begins in next year’s 
choices of a new politburo 
and the next generation of 
China’s top leadersO 
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Disenchantment grips Tunisian town of Arab Spring martyr 


KAREEM FAHIM 
© 2011 New York Times 
SIDI BOUZID, Tunisia - It is 

hard to say for sure who 
took down the portrait of 
the revolution's most fa¬ 
mous martyr, Mohamed 
Bouazizi, from its perch atop 
a garish gold statue on the 
street where he set him¬ 
self on fire, touching off a 
season of revolt across the 
Arab world. One man said 
unnamed counterrevolu¬ 
tionaries did it, and another 
man said it was damaged 
by rain. Bouazizi’s neighbors 
say it was taken down in 
disgust, several weeks ago, 
after his mother, uncle and 
siblings left Sidi Bouzid, an 
act the neighbors consid¬ 
ered a betrayal. Their an¬ 
ger stemmed from rumors 
that the family had accept¬ 
ed large sums of money to 
move to a villa in Tunis. But 
more than that, they said 
they were furious at be¬ 
ing left behind, in a place 
with no jobs, money or 
hope, without the famous 


Bouazizis to give voice to 
their despair. 

“She abandoned us, and 
nothing here changed," 
said Seif Amri, 18, a neigh¬ 
bor, speaking of Bouazizi’s 
mother, Mannoubia 

Bouazizi. It is a measure of 
the deep frustration in Sidi 
Bouzid that a few people 
have lashed out at the 
town’s favorite son. That 
anger is misplaced, most 
residents say, blaming the 
lack of progress here on the 
transitional government, 
which has moved slowly to 
address one of the revolu¬ 
tion's central complaints - 
youth unemployment - es¬ 
pecially here in the towns 
of central Tunisia, where 
the uprising began. 

The bitterness here stands 
in stark contrast to a guard¬ 
ed optimism elsewhere in 
Tunisia about the progress 
of the revolution, and it 
threatens to undermine the 
gains: Several times in the 
past few months, disputes 
over jobs have led to dead¬ 


ly episodes of violence. 
Analysts say the govern¬ 
ment’s response has been 
inadequate, consisting 
mainly of a cash hand¬ 


out scheme. They also say 
some ministers have resist¬ 
ed pushing for large-scale 
government projects that 


would create short-term 
jobs, waiting instead for 
the market to correct the 
problems. “There hasn't 
been enough provided 


or offered," said Mongi 
Boughzala, an economics 
professor at the University 
of Tunis. "The few programs 


that came were late or in¬ 
sufficient. Young people 
expected something im¬ 
mediately. They expected 
that after taking this revo¬ 
lutionary step, there would 
be some return, in terms of 
jobs but also recognition. 
“A young person who says 
‘I want a job, I am fed up 
with being marginalized, 
and this is not something I 
can bear anymore,’ does 
not care whether it's the 
fault of the government or 
the market,” he added. 

In Tunisia, as in Egypt, the 
optimism fueled by a pop¬ 
ular uprising has crashed 
into the cold reality that life 
has not quickly improved, 
and in many cases, has 
even grown more chal¬ 
lenging as economies stall 
and interim leaders strug¬ 
gle to build a new system. 
Youth unemployment was 
high in Tunisia even before 
the revolution - as high as 
30 percent, and more than 
40 percent in towns like Sidi 
Bouzid, economists say. □ 



A child in a neighborhood in the town of Sidi Bouzid, home to 
Mohamed Bouazizi, the revolution's most famous martyr who set 
himself on fire. The bitterness in Sidi Bouzid stands in stark contrast 
to a guarded optimism elsewhere in Tunisia about the progress 
of the revolution, and it threatens to undermine the gains where 
disputes over jobs have led to deadly episodes of violence. 

(Samuel Aranda/The New York Times) 
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Syrian military attacks defiant city Caribbean Briefs 


ANTHONY SHADID 
© 2011 New York Times 
News Service 

BEIRUT - The Syrian military 
defied growing condem¬ 
nation and launched an¬ 
other assault on the coun¬ 
try's most restive locales on 
Sunday, deploying dozens 
of tanks and armored ve¬ 
hicles into parts of a city 
in eastern Syria that it had 
long feared provoking, ac¬ 
tivists and residents said. 
Dozens were killed, they 
said, and thousands had 
fled the city. 

The attack before dawn on 
Deir al-Zour came exactly 
a week after Syrian forces 
attacked Hama, a city in 



Israeli soldiers escorts ultra-Orthodox Jews during a visit to the 
site where they believe biblical patriarch Abraham heard from 
God for the first time in Mount Dov at the Israeli-controlled Golan 
Heights near the city of Kirayt Shmona. The mount is usually a 
closed military area due to its location along northern Israel’s 
border with Lebanon and Syria. 

(AP Photo/ Tsafrir Abayov) 
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central Syria that had largely 
wrested itself from govern¬ 
ment control this summer. 
Like Hama, Deir al-Zour, in 
Syria’s oil and gas-producing 
region, had been the scene 
of mass protests, with hun¬ 
dreds of thousands in the 
streets. But the military, wary 
of the city’s powerful and 
well armed extended clans, 
had mostly stayed on the 
outskirts. 

Together, the two cities - 
Syria’s fourth and fifth largest 

- had emerged as the most 
defiant in a five-month upris¬ 
ing against four decades of 
rule by the Assad family. The 
government’s assaults there 

- part of a crackdown that, 
by the count of some human 
rights groups, has killed more 
than 2,000 people - con¬ 
firmed what many saw as the 
government's determination 
to keep power through vio¬ 
lence. 

Residents put the death toll 
at 42, and one of them said a 
family of six trying to escape 

- a mother and father with 
four children - were among 
the dead. □ 


Ex-Tropical Storm Emily falls apart 

MIAMI (AP) — Former Tropical Storm Emily has disinte¬ 
grated into just storm remnants after dumping heavy 
rains in the Bahamas. The National Hurricane Center 
said Sunday afternoon that Emily no longer had the 
features of a tropical storm. It was moving away from 
the Bahamas and the U.S. East Coast. It was about 295 
miles (475 kilometers) south-southeast of Cape Hat- 
teras, N.C., with winds at about 30 mph (45 kph). Fore¬ 
casters say it supposed to move out to sea. The hur¬ 
ricane center said the 5 p.m. advisory would be the 
last on the storm. Emily had broken apart after causing 
floods and damaging hundreds of homes in Haiti. □ 


Earthquake rattles St. Lucia 

CASTRIES, St. Lucia (AP) — A moderate earthquake has 
rattled St. Lucia and nearby islands in the eastern Ca¬ 
ribbean, causing some alarm but no reported damage 
or injuries. The U.S. Geological Service says the mag- 
nitude-5 quake struck shortly after midnight Saturday 
and was centered about 44 miles (72 kilometers) east- 
southeast of St. Lucia’s capital, Castries. It had a depth 
of about 24 miles (40 kilometers). In Castries, some pan¬ 
icked residents ran into the streets and lingered out¬ 
doors, fearing aftershocks. Q 

Official says jobless rate drops 

NASSAU, Bahamas (AP) — The jobless rate in the Ba¬ 
hamas has decreased, but officials say it's largely be¬ 
cause more islanders have given up looking for jobs or 
are working in the informal sector. The Bahamas De¬ 
partment of Statistics says the most recent figures show 
the national unemployment rate has decreased from 
14.2 percent in 2009 to 13.7 percent in May. Agency of¬ 
ficials say the local unemployment rate would be 18.7 
percent if discouraged workers were included in the 
overall data. □ 

Ariane 5 rocket launched 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) — The European space 
consortium Arianespace has launched two television 
broadcasting satellites into orbit from its Guiana Space 
Center in South America. One satellite taken aloft Sat¬ 
urday by an Ariane 5 ECA rocket is owned by Luxem¬ 
bourg-based SES Astra. The other is owned by Lock¬ 
heed Martin Commercial Space Systems of the U.S. 
under contract for Japan’s B-SAT Corp. and SKY Per¬ 
fect JSAT Corp. Arianespace has 21 shareholders from 
10 European countries, including France’s CNES space 
agency. 

The company says it has launched more than half of 
the commercial satellites in service worldwide. □ 
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U.S. is widening its role in Mexico’s drug war 


GINGER THOMPSON 
© 2011 New York Times 
MEXICO CITY/WASHING¬ 
TON - The United States is 
expanding its role in Mex¬ 
ico’s bloody fight against 
drug trafficking organiza¬ 
tions, sending new CIA 
operatives and retired 
military personnel to the 
country, and considering 
plans to deploy private se¬ 
curity contractors in hopes 
ofA turning around a mul- 
tibillion-dollar effort that so 
far has shown few results. 

In recent weeks, small num¬ 
bers of CIA operatives and 
U.S. civilian military employ¬ 
ees have been posted at 
a Mexican military base, 
where, for the first time, 
security officials from both 
countries are working side 
by side in collecting infor¬ 
mation about drug cartels 
and helping plan opera¬ 
tions. Officials are also look¬ 
ing into embedding a team 
of U.S. contractors inside a 
specially vetted Mexican 
counternarcotics police 
unit. Officials on both sides 
of the border said the new 
efforts have been designed 
to get around Mexican laws 
that prohibit foreign military 
and police from operating 
on its soil, and to prevent 
advanced U.S. surveillance 
technology from falling un¬ 
der the control of Mexican 
security agencies with long 
histories of corruption. 

“A sea change has oc¬ 
curred over the past years in 
how effective Mexico and 
U.S. intelligence exchanges 
have become," said Arturo 


Sarukhan, Mexico's ambas¬ 
sador to the United States. 

“It is underpinned by the 
understanding that trans¬ 
national organized crime 
can only be successfully 
confronted by working 
hand in hand, and that 


the outcome is as simple 
as it is compelling:A we 
will together succeed or 
together fail." The latest 
steps come three years af¬ 
ter the United States began 
increasing its security assis¬ 
tance to Mexico with the 
$1.4 billion Merida Initiative 
and tens of millions of dol¬ 
lars from the Defense De¬ 
partment. They also come 
a year before elections in 
both countries, when Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama may 
face questions about the 


threat of violence spilling 
over the border, and Mexi¬ 
can President Felipe Calde¬ 
ron’s political party faces 
an electorate that is almost 
certainly going to ask why 
it should stick with a fight 
that has left nearly 45,000 


people dead. “The pres¬ 
sure is going to be especial¬ 
ly strong in Mexico, where 
I expect there will be a lot 
more raids, a lot more ar¬ 
rests and a lot more parad¬ 
ing drug traffickers in front 
of cameras,” said Vanda 
Felbab-Brown, a coun¬ 
ternarcotics expert at the 
Brookings Institution. “But I 
would also expect a lot of 
questioning of Merida, and 
some people asking about 
the way the money is spent 
or demanding that the 



Mexican federal police agents during training at the Federal 
Police headquarters in Mexico City. The United States is 
expanding its role in Mexico's fight against drug trafficking 
organizations, sending new CIA operatives and retired military 
personnel to the country. 

(Adriana Zehbrauskas/The New York Times) 


government send it back 
to the gringos." Mexico has 
become ground zero in the 
U.S. counternarcotics fight 
since its cartels have cor¬ 
nered the market and are 
responsible for more fhan 
80 percent of the drugs that 
enter the United States. 
U.S. counternarcotics as¬ 
sistance there has grown 
faster in recent years than 
to Afghanistan and Colom¬ 
bia. In the last three years, 
officials said, exchanges of 
intelligence between the 
United States and Mexi¬ 
co have helped security 
forces there capture or kill 
some 30 mid- to high-level 
drug traffickers, compared 
with just two such arrests in 
the previous five years. 

The United States has 


trained nearly 4,500 new 
federal police agents and 
assisted in conducting wire¬ 
taps, running informants 
and interrogating suspects. 
The Pentagon has provided 
sophisticated equipment, 
including Black Hawk he¬ 
licopters, and in recent 
months it has begun fly¬ 
ing unarmed surveillance 
drones over Mexican soil to 
track drug kingpins. 

Still, it is hard to say much 
real progress has been 
made in crippling the bru¬ 
tal cartels or stemming 
the flow of drugs and guns 
across the border. Mexico’s 
justice system remains so 
weakened by corruption 
that even the most notori¬ 
ous criminals have not been 
successfully prosecuted. □ 
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“Hello, e-receipts, goodbye, scraps of paper” 



Buddy Bourne, left, rings up a sale using a mobile device with Jacqui Trent, a customer, right, at 
Nordstrom, in Seattle. Major retailers have begun offering electronic versions of receipts, either 
e-mailed or uploaded to password-protected Web sites, and customers are increasingly receptive 
to the idea. 

(Stuart Isett/The New York Times) 


about the digital receipt,” 
she said. 

This year, Nordstrom intro¬ 
duced tablet-like devices 
in many of its stores so rov¬ 
ing clerks could check out 
shoppers on the spot. The 
devices can print receipts 
via wireless Internet when 
a customer asks, but the 
goal is to provide digital re¬ 
ceipts. 

“As the technology has 
started to evolve, we saw 
the opportunity to create 
a better experience for the 
customer, wherever they 
are in a store,” said Jamie 
Nordstrom, president of 
Nordstrom’s direct-sales di¬ 
vision. “A customer's in a 
dressing room, they try on a 
bunch of things, they say, ‘I 
want to buy this and that.’ 
Now, we’ve got to take 
them out of the dressing 
room, wrap all that stuff at 


keting opportunities for re¬ 
tailers. Gap, Nordstrom and 
many other stores, for ex¬ 
ample, add the customer’s 
email address to a mailing 
list for follow-up offers. 

That marketing potential is a 
drawback to some custom¬ 
ers, said Robert Cohen, vice 
president of retail at Pata¬ 
gonia, which began offer¬ 
ing e-receipts nine months 
ago. “People are very pro¬ 
tective of their email in¬ 
box,” he said, so only about 
one-third of Patagonia’s 
customers choose an elec¬ 
tronic receipt. 

Sock’s service, MyReceipts, 
tries to sidestep email ob¬ 
jections by offering other 
electronic delivery options. 
The company is working 
with retailers like Whole 
Foods to upload purchase 
information to a password- 
protected site. Customers 



A customer looks up his receipt on his cell phone during a return at Patagonia in New York. 

(Andrea Morales/The New York Times) 


S.CLIFFORD 

© 2011 New York Times 

At an Old Navy store in 
New York the other day, 
Fabienne Michel made a 
routine purchase of khaki 
shorts. But she left the store 
without something equally 
routine: her receipt. 

The sales clerk had sent it to 
Michel by email. “It’s easi¬ 
er," said Michel, a 30-year- 
old nurse. “You can reprint 
it, save it, make folders in 
your email." 

To the rubbish pile that the 
Internet is creating, along¬ 
side the road maps, news¬ 
papers and music CDs, add 
one more artifact of Ameri¬ 
can consumer life, the pa¬ 
per receipt. 

Major retailers, including 
Whole Foods Market, Nor¬ 
dstrom, Gap Inc. (which 
owns Old Navy and Ba¬ 
nana Republic), Anthro- 
pologie, Patagonia, Sears 
and Kmart, have begun 
offering electronic versions 
of receipts, either emailed 
or uploaded to password- 
protected websites. And 
more and more customers, 
the retailers report, are opt¬ 
ing for paperless. 

“As consumers, we're 
changing the way we 
shop," said Jennifer Miles, 
who oversees retail systems 
at VeriFone, which makes 
checkout technology. 
“Customers are starting to 
want electronic receipts.” 


Many people like keep¬ 
ing searchable records on 
a computer - e-receipts 
come in handy during tax 
season, make some returns 
a snap and are a tidy ad¬ 
dition to the e-purchases 
already stored on count¬ 
less hard drives. Others see 
the paper versions as an 
anachronism, wasteful of 
resources and as irrelevant 
as printed bank statements 
and mutual fund reports. 
And face it, paper receipts 
can be annoyances, bur¬ 
rowing into the bottoms of 
purses, getting lost in glove 
compartments or fatten¬ 
ing up wallets - only to be 
pulled out and puzzled 
over long after their useful¬ 
ness has expired. 

“I throw them out,” said 
Francesca Joseph, 29, who 
was shopping with Michel 
at the Old Navy store. 
Retailers first bandied about 
the idea of electronic re¬ 
ceipts in the late 1990s, but 
the dot-com crash stopped 
most of the efforts, said Bi- 
rame N. Sock, who runs an 
electronic-receipt com¬ 
pany. In 2005, Apple intro¬ 
duced electronic receipts 
at its stylish retail stores. 
More mainstream retailers 
found the checkout system 
difficult to replicate and, 
Miles said, worried that 
most shoppers were not 
quite ready for such a tech¬ 
nological leap. 


Now, though, the rush to 
imitate Apple’s success is in 
full force, and paperless re¬ 
ceipts have become a rite 
of passage for retailers try¬ 
ing to integrate the digital 
experience into their brick 
and mortar stores. 

Sock said that once mobile 
phones were widely used 
to make payments, as with 
Google Wallet and other 
efforts, e-receipts would 
become standard. 

“A lot of these retailers are 
looking into mobile pay¬ 
ments, and with mobile 
payments, you have to talk 


the wrap desk, use the cash 
register somewhere else." 
Nordstrom said the retailer 
was also thinking about 
ways to make its e-receipts 
more appealing, perhaps 
by adding a picture of the 
item to the receipt so a 
shopper could post it to a 
Facebook wall. 

Beyond the cost savings 
and environmental benefit 
(an estimated 9.6 million 
trees are cut each year for 
receipts in the United States, 
according to allEtronic, a 
digital receipt company), 
the e-receipts present mar¬ 


can search their receipts 
and soon. Sock said, re¬ 
view tallies of how much 
they spend on ice cream or 
shampoo. 

All that data helps the re¬ 
tailers, too, who can send 
customers coupons based 
on the purchases history. 
Sock said retailers would 
see only a customer ID 
number, not personal infor¬ 
mation, unless the shopper 
elected to share personal 
information. 

As paper receipts disinte¬ 
grate, some people are a 
bit wistful.□ 

























Radisson celebrates excellence among resort 





PALM BEACH - The Col¬ 
league of the Month cel¬ 
ebration at the Radisson 
Aruba Resort Casino & 
Spa unfolded over deli¬ 


cious lunch as the De¬ 
partment of Humans Re¬ 
sources presented the 
stellar line up of nominees. 
For the months of April and 


May, 2011, many of the 
resort colleagues demon¬ 
strated leadership and ini¬ 
tiative, which earned them 
the coveted nomination. 


among them Rosa Mary Ri¬ 
vas of Gilligan’s Beach Bar 
& Grill, Robert Di Vecchia, 
of Purchasing, Errol da Cos¬ 
ta, of the Sunset Grille Res¬ 
taurant and Steve Lacle, of 
the Beverage Department. 
The winner, Michael Arend- 
sz, from the Engineering 
Department, distinguished 
himself for his high level of 
performance and his fast 
and effective leadership 
during mechanical break¬ 
downs and complicated 
repair projects. 

His recognition was re¬ 
ceived by members of his 
department, in his absence. 
For May Carlos He, Sunset 
Grille Restaurant, Winnie 
Mabalay, Beverage, Silve- 


rio Hodge, Bell Desk and 
Rosemary St. Felix, House¬ 
keeping, exhibited a Yes I 
Can attitude in their deal¬ 
ing with internal and exter¬ 
nal customers, it is however 
paymaster Rainer Wever, 
Accounting, 

who received the high¬ 
est accolades for his ac¬ 
curate and dedicated 
work and for the tire¬ 
less and positive drive he 
brings to work every day. 
Pictured here, the award 
ceremony at the Radisson 
Aruba Resort Casino & Spa 
attended by General Man¬ 
ager Rob Smith and pre¬ 
sented by Glenn Farro and 
the Department of Human 
Resources. □ 
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Ventanas del Mar Offers a fun trip to Argentinean Wine Country 




TERRA DEL SOL - Wine & 
Food lovers gathered 
around the community ta¬ 
ble on the terrace of Ven¬ 
tanas del Mar Restaurant 
for a tasting of Argentinean 
wines paired with the res¬ 


taurant’s gourmet cuisine. 
The evening was co-host- 
ed by Arion Wine Compa¬ 
ny under the slogan, 

Viva la Copa de 
Vina de Argentina! 
The culinary affair took off 


with a Goat Cheese Piz- 
zetta which was paired 
with Alamos Torrontes Men¬ 
doza, and followed by a 
classic Salmon with Hollan- 
daise sauce, escorted by 
Bodegas Salentein Char- 
donnay Uco Valley, 
as the first appetizer. The 
second appetizer fea¬ 
tured Jumbo Scallop & 
Shrimp over black laghi- 
tarra pasta with shiitake 
sauce, complemented by 
Bodegas Salentein Pinot 
Noir Uco Valley, both el¬ 
egant and refined wines. 
The main course, Prime Rib 
Pincho with potato wedges 
matched the Bodega Cat¬ 
ena Zapata Malbec. 
Argentina’s famous Mal¬ 


bec also escorted the 
bountiful Cheese Platter. 
Ventanas del Mar restau¬ 
rant had recently launched 
the tradition of monthly 
wine and food tastings. 
While the first dinner a few 
weeks ago enjoyed a mod¬ 
est attendance, 
the popularity of the 
evening grew instanta¬ 
neously, resulting in a 
sold out affair for the third 
edition of the tasting. 
Educating and entertain¬ 
ing guests, the culinary 
team of Ventanas del Mar 
in conjunction with Arion 
Wine, made casual fun 
presentations with each 
course describing the wine 
and elaborate on the deli¬ 



cious food preparations. 
The tasty and appetizing 
night, paired with a great 
selection of flavorful wines 
will preset another edition, 
with a different theme, at 
the end of August.Q 
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Aruhiba, The 1 and Only Homemade Aruban Cigar I 

ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 


Benjs 

Petrocchi started the newest 


export product of Aruba, lo¬ 
cally produced cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are 
produced and cultivated in 
Aruba. Petrocchi has always 
had an interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold 
Premium Cuban Cigars, and 
now he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many at¬ 
tempts and trips to Santo Do¬ 
mingo and Cuba he started 
his own production and cul¬ 
tivation of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took ten 
years. Petrocchi dedication to 
the cigars is important for the 
molding and process of mak¬ 
ing a perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar box is 


specially designed for the ci¬ 
gars with the logo “Aruhiba”. 
Petrocchi considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba through 
fine quality cigars. 

The company sells Interna¬ 
tional cigars as well. Buy a 
gift box of Aruhiba Corona 
with five cigars and you will 
get 1 FREE cigar of $35. Lo¬ 
cated at the Historic Dutch 
Windmill. Open from Mon¬ 
day to Saturday from 9am till 


8:30pm. And open on Sunday 
from 9am to 1pm. Aruhiba is 
only available in above men¬ 
tioned stores. 

Visit our authentic tobacco 
farm where cigars are hand¬ 
made. For tour to the tabaco 
factory call: 586-0347 buy & 
receive one Aruban cigar free 
with this article. 

Address: soledad 14-a, noord • 
tel: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@ 
live.comQ 
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Hailey Goldenberg honored at the Marriott’s Surf Club 
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Divi Village guests honored 



ORANJESTAD- Recently, Mr. Stephen and Mrs. Cynthia Hunter were honored as Goodwill 
Ambassadors for the island of Aruba after returning to Aruba for 35 consecutive years. 
The symbolic honorary title is presented in the name of the Minister of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation to guests who visit Aruba for 20 or more consecutive years. 

The recent honorings took place at the Divi Village and were presented by Mr. Ernest 
Giel, Aruba Tourism Authority Representative. The Hunter couple loves the island so much 
for its beauty and friendliness; they have also a lot of memories from the time that the 
island was not so much developed. 

Pictured: Mr. Ernest Giel with Mr. and Mrs. Hunter together with Mrs. Gloria and Mr. 
Griffith from the Divi Village.Q 



PALM BEACH - Recently, Miss Hailey Goldenberg was hon¬ 
ored as distinguished visitors for the island of Aruba after 
returning to Aruba for 10 consecutive years. 

The symbolic honorary title is presented in the name of the 
Minister of Tourism as a token of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for between 10 or more consecutive years. 
The recent honoring took place at the Marriott’s Aruba 
Surf Club and was presented by Mr. Ernest Giel, Aruba 
Tourism Authority Representative. Miss Hailey Goldenberg 
started coming to Aruba with her parents since she was 
a baby and she loves it so much she can’t wait for the 
school vacation to start to come to her home away from 
home. Pictured: Mr. Ernest Giel with Miss Hailey her parents 
and grandma together with Miss Luzdary Leest and staff 
member from the Marriott Surf Club. □ 
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Celebrating 25 th wedding anniversary underwater 



ORANJESTAD - The Seitz 
family are here in Aruba for 
their 25th wedding anniver¬ 
sary! They are staying at the 
Marriott’s Surf Club and are 
guest of Aruba-lover Kent 
Gerber. Kent is known as 
Aruba Bob and has been 
on the Island 23 times and 
loves to take people snor- 
keling with his bladefish wa¬ 
ter scooters to the best spot 
on the Island. 

The Seitz family brought 
their 2 girls along with them 
and a family friend. Here is 
what the 3 girls had to say: 


“The stay in Aruba was way 
too short - the highlights 
were the snorkeling with 
Aruba Bob, the off-road trip 
to the Natural Pool and the 
impressive dives with the 
folks at Aqua Windies,” says 
Dana. 

Andrea continued “Aruba 
Bob's scutters were really 
fun. Got to see so many fish 
and cool critters. The dives 
with Aqua Windies were 
absolutely incredible!" 

“I enjoyed the trip to Char¬ 
lies, Baby Beach and scut- 
ter snorkeling the best,” 

























































Rockies road: Colorado loses 16th straight Sunday game 

Colorado Rockies’ Jonathan Herrera is congratulated after scoring against the Washington Nationals during the 
seventh inning of a baseball game Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011, in Denver. 

Associated Press 
Page 20 





Radek Stepanek, of the 
Czech Republic, poses with 
the trophy after defeating 
Gael Monfils, of France, in the 
singles final match at the Legg 
Mason Tennis Classic, Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 2011, in Washington. 
Stepanek won 6-4, 6-4. 

Associated Press 

Stepanek 

upsets 

Monfils 

HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Un¬ 
seeded Radek Stepanek’s 
net-charging style carried 
him to the Legg Mason 
Tennis Classic title at age 
32, making him the tourna¬ 
ment’s oldest champion 
since Jimmy Connors was 
35 in 1988. Stepanek won 
an ATP final for the first time 
in 2 1/2 years by upsetting 
top-seeded Gael Monfils of 
France 6-4, 6-4 Sunday at 
the hard-court warmup for 
the U.S. Open. “We are like 
a wine: The older we are 
getting, the better we are,” 
Stepanek said with a smile. 
“It’s a great feeling to be 
able to compete with the 
young guys and still beat 
them,” added the Czech, 
who is eight years older 
than Monfils. 


Continued on Page 20 



Adam Scott, from Australia, 
celebrates after a birdie putt 
on the 18th green during the* ( I 
final round of the Bridgestone 
Invitational golf tournament at 
Firestone Country Club in Akron 
Ohio, Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011. 
Scott’s 17-under par total won the 
tournament by four shots. , 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Scottwins 1 st World title, with Woods’ caddie 



Adam Scott, right, from Australia laughs with his caddie, Steve Williams, on the 16th tee during the 
final round of the Bridgestone Invitational golf tournament at Firestone Country Club in Akron, Ohio, 
on Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

AKRON, Ohio (AP) — Adam 
Scott hit all the right shots 
Sunday in a round that 
was close to flawless and 
earned him his first World 
Golf Championship title. 

He celebrated with a cad¬ 
die who has won quite a 
few more. 

Steve Williams, fired last 
month by Tiger Woods after 
a 12-year partnership, felt 
like a bigger winner when 
Scott rolled in one last birdie 
for a 5-under 65 and a four- 
shot victory in the Bridges¬ 
tone Invitational. 

Williams, who had been on 
Woods’ bag for 72 wins — 
including 13 majors and 16 
world titles — called it “the 
best win of my life." 

It was Scott who hit the 
shots, such as a chip-in for 
birdie on the 12th and a 
birdie putt just inside 30 feet 
on the 14th that enabled 
him to pull away from 
19-year-old Ryo Ishikawa 
over the final hour at Fires¬ 
tone. 

Even so, Williams became 
part of the show this week, 
especially since Woods was 
playing for the first time in 
nearly three months. 
Williams took a jab at 
Woods in an interview off 
the 18th green by saying 
that of his 145 wins in his 
33 years as a caddie, this 
WGC title with the affable 
Australian made it the “the 
greatest week of my cad¬ 
dying in my life." 

That would include 13 
majors, including an un¬ 
precedented four in a row 
through the 2001 Masters. 
Fans chanted Williams’ 
name as he walked toward 


the 18th green, and Wil¬ 
liams smiled back. One fan 
shouted out, “How do you 
like him now, Tiger?” 

By then, Woods was long 
gone. 

After missing three months 
with a leg injury, he finished 
a tournament for the first 
time since the Masters on 
April 10 and closed with a 
70 to tie for 37th, 18 shots 
behind. 

Williams referred to himself 
as a “great front-runner” 
in a CBS Sports interview 
on the 18th green, even 
though he didn’t hit a shot. 
The sideshow took away 
from a high level of golf. 
Scott played the final 26 
holes without a bogey, and 
he couldn’t afford to drop 
any shots. 

He finished at 17-under 263 
for the lowest winning score 
at Firestone since Woods 
won at 259 in 2000. Rickie 
Fowler and world No. 1 Luke 
Donald each had a 66 and 
tied for second. 

Ishikawa, who stayed with 
Scott for most of the round 
until the Australian pulled 
away, made a bogey on 
the last hole for a 69 that 
dropped him into a tie for 
fourth with Jason Day (69). 
It was the highest finish in 
America for the Japanese 
star. 

Scott became the third 
Australian to win a world 
title, joining Geoff Ogilvy 
and Craig Parry. He won for 
the 18th time in his career 
and moved back into the 
top 10. 

While his old boss was on 
the mend, Williams agreed 
to caddie for Scott at the 
U.S. Open, miffed that he 
had flown from New Zea¬ 


land to America before 
Woods told him he would 
not be at Congressional. 
Williams worked for Scott 
again at the AT&T National, 
the tournament that bene¬ 
fits Woods’ foundation, and 
Woods said he fired him af¬ 
ter the final round. 

Woods said he told him 
face-to-face. Williams said 
Sunday that Woods fired 
him over the phone. 

The theatrics took away 
from Scott's big win. 

He played so well he could 
have gone even lower ex¬ 
cept for missing two birdie 
putts inside 12 feet on the 
16th and 17th holes. 

“Today, I was on," Scott 
said. 

“To win here at this place, a 
World Golf Championship, 
it's huge." 


It didn’t hurt having Wil¬ 
liams at his side. Along with 
his experience working for 
Woods, along with major 
champions Greg Norman 
and Raymond Floyd, Wil¬ 
liams was on the bag for all 
seven of Woods’ victories 
at Firestone. 

“He knows this place better 
than anyone,” Scott said. 
The biggest threat to Scott 
came from Ishikawa, al¬ 
though Fowler and Day 
remained in the mix, and 
Donald emerged late. Ishi¬ 
kawa, trying to become the 
youngest winner in America 
in 100 years, couldn’t keep 
up when Scott made two 
birdies on the back nine to 
build a three-shot lead. 
Ishikawa three-putted the 
15th when he was running 
out of time. 


“I was able to play well to 
be at least on top for a mo¬ 
ment in the first half of the 
game today,” Ishikawa 
said through a translator. “I 
think the 14th and 15th hole 
separated everything.” 
Fowler, dressed in his bright 
Sunday orange, is still look¬ 
ing for his first win. 

He didn't do much wrong 
Sunday, playing bogey- 
free, but it wasn’t enough 
to catch Scott. 

“It’s definitely the best I’ve 
played going into a major,” 
Fowler said. 

Woods opened strongly 
with two birdies on the 
opening five holes before 
he “absolutely lost it” with 
his game, dropping five 
shots and not hitting a fair¬ 
way on seven straight tee 
shots. □ 
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Keselowski wins at Pocono with broken ankle 



Martin Truex Jr. (56) and Greg Biffle (16) drive as rain falls during the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series auto 
race Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011, in Long Pond, Pa. 

Associated Press 


By DAN GELSTON 
AP Sports Writer | 

LONG POND, Pa. (AP) 

— Brad Keselowski raced 
all 500 miles of Sunday’s 
Sprint Cup stop at Pocono 
Raceway with a broken left 
ankle. 

As if that wasn't enough, he 
somehow managed to win, 
too. 

Competing with a brace on 
his ankle, Keselowski sped 
off on the final restart late in 
the race to pick up his sec¬ 
ond victory of the season. 
He gingerly climbed out of 
his car to celebrate with his 
crew in Victory Lane. 


“It doesn’t feel good, but I’ll 
be all right,” he said. 
Keselowski was an unlikely 
winner after he crashed 
head-on into a wall on 
Wednesday during a test 
session at Road Atlanta. He 
slammed a section of wall 
at 100 mph and was forced 
out of the Nationwide Series 
race. 

He insisted during practice 
this weekend he wouldn’t 
leave the No. 2 Dodge, no 
matter how much pain he 
was in. 

Wasn’t necessary. Kesel¬ 
owski had some rest during 
a 1 hour, 40-minute rain de¬ 


lay. 

“I was amazed he raced 
the full race,” third-place 
finisher Kurt Busch said. 
Keselowski’s victory thrust 
him into prime position 
to claim one of two wild¬ 
card spots available for the 
Chase for the champion¬ 
ship. The top two drivers with 
the most victories in 11th to 
20th place earn a wild-card 
spot for the playoffs. 
Keselowski, in 18th place, 
is the only one of the wild¬ 
card contenders with two 
victories. Only five races re¬ 
main until the field is set. The 
top 10 drivers in the points 


standings automatically 
qualify. 

Keselowski posted several 
updates on his injury this 
week on his Twitter page, 
including two photos that 
showed a swollen ankle 
and an abrasion on his 
foot. His broken left ankle 
ballooned to the size of a 
softball, and he needed a 
left shoe a size larger than 
his right one. 

“There's no good time, but 
this is certainly the worst 
time,” he said Friday. 

No way. Keselowski won his 
third career Cup race and 
first since he won in June at 
Kansas. 

Kyle Busch was sec¬ 
ond, Jimmie Johnson 
fourth and Ryan Newman 
fifth. 

Kurt Busch and Johnson had 
a heated exchange after 
the race because of some 
last-lap contact and had 
to be separated by their 
crews. The star drivers took 
turns bumping into each 
other on the final lap. Busch 
said it was simply hard rac¬ 
ing and Johnson, the five¬ 
time defending Cup cham¬ 
pion, overreacted. 

“You want to race, let's 
race,” Busch said. “I raced 
him smart, raced him clean, 
and he wants to come back 
here and (complain) about 
it. Why can't we race each 


other like this and put on a 
show for the fans?” 

There was a racing triple¬ 
header after rain halted 
the Trucks Series race on 
Saturday and wiped out 
the ARCA race. Kevin Har- 
vick won the Trucks race, Ty 
Dillon took ARCA and Kesel¬ 
owski capped it all with his 
gutsy performance. 

“There are moments in our 
sport that need to be doc¬ 
umented as an ‘Iron Man’ 
type of day,” Kurt Busch 
said. “It's amazing what the 
body can do." 

Rain hit Pocono hard the 
last two days and when the 
red flag came on lap 125, 
Joey Logano had the lead. 
He took a break in the ESPN 
broadcast booth where he 
was asked if he wanted the 
rain to stop or keep com¬ 
ing. 

“I think it’s a dumb ques¬ 
tion,” he said. 

Logano faded hard and 
finished 26th. Points lead¬ 
er Carl Edwards, who signed 
a multiyear extension with 
Roush Fenway Racing, was 
seventh. 

Once the rain stopped, 
Kyle Busch build a sizable 
lead until it was wiped out 
on a final caution. 

That was the opening Kesel¬ 
owski needed and he took 
advantage — even with 
only one good ankleO 
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Padres hand Pirates'! Oth straight loss, 7-3 



Pittsburgh Pirates pitcher Daniel McCutchen , second from 
top, shows the ball to umpire Brian Runge, third from top, 
who calls San Diego Padres' Kyle Blanks (88) safe after a 
wild pitch in the sixth inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh, 
Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011. Padres' Mat Latos (38) looks on. 

Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — The 
fading Pittsburgh Pirates 
finished up the worst home 
series in their 125-year histo¬ 
ry to lose their 10th straight 
game overall, beaten by 
MatLatos (6-11) andtheSan 
Diego Padres 7-3 Sunday. 
Latos' mastery continued 
the misery for the Pirates, 
who completed an 0-7 
stay at PNC Park against 
the last-place Padres 
and Chicago Cubs, two 
teams that were a com¬ 
bined 39 games under .500 
when the week began. 
Pittsburgh was winless 
on a homestand of at 
least seven games for 
the first time in franchise 
history, STATS LLC said. 
No team in the majors has 
had a homestand that 
long without a win since 
Kansas City in May 2006. 
A day after the Pirates 
held a players-only meet¬ 
ing following a 13-2 loss, 
they trailed 7-0 going into 
the bottom of the eighth. 
Kevin Correia (12-10) al¬ 
lowed one run on three hits 
through 5 2-3 innings before 
running into two-out trouble 


Stepanek 

Continued from Page 17 

The Czech won the point 
on 29 of his 39 trips to the 
net. Monfils, in contrast, 
was content to stay close 
to the baseline and only 
made it forward four times. 
“He was very aggressive,” 
said Monfils, who fell to 
3-11 in tour finals. “It was 
very tough to impose my 
game.” And that's exactly 
what Stepanek's inten¬ 
tion was. “I want to be in 
control of the match, be 
the, I would say, ‘boss’ 
of the court,” said Ste¬ 
panek, who ended an 
eight-match losing streak 
against top-10 opponents. 
The No. 7-ranked Monfils 
might have been feeling 
the effects of his semifinal, 
which ended about nine 
hours after Stepanek’s did 
Saturday. Monfils’ 2 1 /2-hour, 
rain-delayed victory over 
big-serving John Isner fin¬ 
ished at 1:15 a.m., with 
the Frenchman winning in 
a third-set tiebreaker af¬ 
ter saving a match point. 


in the sixth. He was charged 
with four runs on five hits 
and four walks, falling to 
2-8 at home this season. 

Giants 3, Phillies 1 


“Today I was a little bit — 
a fraction — slower," said 
Monfils, who didn’t get to 
bed until about 4 a.m., 
then was back on court 
about 11 hours later. More 
showers came Sunday, re¬ 
sulting in two delays that 
totaled about an hour. Ste¬ 
panek entered the week 
ranked 54th, but he won 


At San Francisco, Tim Lince- 
cum stayed sharp until get¬ 
ting hit in the right knee by 
Chase Utley’s bounding 
bat as San Francisco end¬ 


six consecutive matches, 
including three against 
seeded players. He earned 
$264,000 for his fifth career 
title and ended a drought 
that extended to San Jose 
in February 2009, then cel¬ 
ebrated by dropping to 
the court and contorting 
his body in a dance move 
known as “The Worm.” He 


ed Philadelphia's season- 
high nine-game winning 
streak, tagging Roy Oswalt 
and beating the Phillies. 
Jeff Keppinger had four 
hits as the Giants spoiled 
Oswalt's return from the 
disabled list. San Fran¬ 
cisco avoided a four- 
game sweep in a match¬ 
up of NL division leaders. 
Lincecum (10-9) went 
down in the eighth inning 
when Utley accidentally 
lost his grip and the bat skit¬ 
tered toward the mound. 
Utley went out to check 
on Lincecum, who handed 
back the bat, walked it off 
and stayed in the game. 
Utleythenhitaone-outsingle. 
Utley's act of sportsman¬ 
ship was a far cry from the 
bench-clearing brawl be¬ 
tween the clubs Friday night. 
Brian Wilson finished for his 
34th save in 38 chances, 
closing out the Giants’ 
second win in 10 games. 
Braves 6, Mets 5 
At New York, Chipper Jones 
hit a tiebreaking single in the 
ninth inning of a wild game 
that included injuries to New 
York’s top two hitters, Jose 


won 52 of his 56 service 
games in Washington and 
never even faced a break 
point against Monfils, who 
lost serve once in each set 
Sunday. Stepanek is eight 
years older than Monfils 
but, as the Frenchman not¬ 
ed, “He’s in good shape.” 
About an hour before the 
first point of the final. Mon¬ 
fils headed out to a prac¬ 
tice court — and he was 
toting a soccer ball, which 
he used to get his blood 
flowing. Still, rather under¬ 
standably, Monfils got off 
to something of a sleepy 
start against Stepanek, 
double-faulting twice in 
the opening game before 
managing to hold. 

Then, in Monfils’ next ser¬ 
vice game, he got broken 
to trail 2-1. 

Clearly not at his best. Mon¬ 
fils did manage to delight 
the crowd with his usual 
athleticism and showman¬ 
ship. At 15-30 in the third 
game, Stepanek hit a vol¬ 
ley too strongly, and Monfils 
— at the baseline — leaped 
and let the ball sail through 
his legs and drop long.Q 


Reyes and Daniel Murphy. 
Jason Heyward, Alex Gon¬ 
zalez and Jose Constan- 
za homered early for the 
Braves, who finally solved 
rookie Dillon Gee and hand¬ 
ed the Mets their sixth loss in 
seven games. Dan Uggla 
extended his hitting streak 
to a career-best 28 games. 
It was the first major 
league homer for Con- 
stanza — he also got his 
first stolen base, spiking 
Murphy in the process. 
Reyes, the National League 
batting leader, was lifted 
in the second because 
of stiffness in his left ham¬ 
string, the same spot 
that landed him on the 
disabled list last month. 
Brewers 7, Astros 3 
At Houston, Zack Greinke 
equaled a season high by 
going seven innings and 
Prince Fielder homered to 
help Milwaukee beat Hous¬ 
ton for its sixth straight win. 
Fielder had three hits and 
scored four runs for the 
Brewers, who have won 
11 of their last 12 games. 

Yuniesky Betancourt 
drove in three runs. 
Mark Kotsay added three 
hits and an RBI in place 
of the injured Corey Hart. 
Greinke (10-4) allowed a 
run and four hits. He’s won 
his last three starts and kept 
opponents to two earned 
runs or fewer in his last six. 
Cardinals 8, Marlins 4 
At Miami, Matt Holliday 
drove in three runs with a 
pair of two-out singles and 
Albert Pujols homered as 
St. Louis rallied to complete 
its first four-game series 
sweep on the road since 
2004 by beating Florida. 
In a single series, the Cardi¬ 
nals matched their longest 
winning streakof the season. 
Pujols hit his third home run 
of the series and his 27th 
this season, and his inten¬ 
tional walk backfired on 
the Marlins in the sixth in¬ 
ning, when Holliday fol¬ 
lowed with a tying single. 
In other NL games it was 
Atlanta 6, N.Y. Mets 5; St. 
Louis 8, Florida 4; San Diego 
7, Pittsburgh 3; Milwaukee 
7, Houston 3; Cincinnati 8, 
Chicago Cubs 7; Washing¬ 
ton 3, Colorado 2; San Fran¬ 
cisco 3, Philadelphia 1; and 
Arizona 4, L.A. Dodgers 3.Q 



Radek Stepanek, of the Czech Republic, celebrates after he 
defeated Gael Monfils, of France, in the singles final match at the 
Legg Mason Tennis Classic, Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011, in Washington. 
Stepanek won 6-4, 6-4. 

Associated Press 
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U.S. swimmer Nyad begins swim across Florida Straits 



American endurance swimmer Diana Nyad swims in Cuban waters, offshore Havana, Cuba, 
Sunday, Aug. 7, 2011. Nyad jumped into Cuban waters Sunday evening and set off in a bid to 
become the first person to swim across the Florida Straits without the aid of a shark cage. 

Associated Press 


PETER ORSI 
Associated Press 
HAVANA (AP) — Ameri¬ 
can endurance swimmer 
Diana Nyad jumped into 
Cuban waters Sunday eve¬ 
ning and set off in a bid to 
become the first person 
to swim across the Florida 
Straits without the aid of a 
shark cage. 

Tanned and freckled from 
long hours training in the 
open seas of the Caribbe¬ 
an, the 61-year-old Nyad 
expressed confidence be¬ 
fore starting off. She said 
the still air and flat water 
were perfect conditions 
for her attempt to make a 
103-mile (166-kilometer), 
60-hour swim from Havana 
to the Florida Keys. 

“The adrenaline’s flowing 
now,” Nyad said at a jetty 
in western Havana as she 
looked at the water. "... I 
don't believe much in des¬ 
tiny, but you have to take 
what you can get, and this 
is what I dreamed of: a sil¬ 
ver platter.” 

She changed into a black 
swimsuit and blue swim cap 
and an assistant greased 
her shoulders and armpits 
to prevent chafing in the 
salty water. 

Nyad played “Reveille" 
on a bugle, thanked sev¬ 
eral dozen well-wishers 
who came to see her, then 
jumped feet first into the 
sea. 

She swam away just before 
sunset, escorted by kayaks 
and several larger boats 
carrying her support team. 
Earlier in the day, Nyad said 
it has been a lifelong dream 
and she hopes her feat, if 
successful, will inspire peo¬ 
ple to live vigorously during 
their golden years. 

“I also want it to be a mo¬ 
ment for thousands, and I 
dare say millions of people 
my age, who are going to 
look and say, ‘60!’” Nyad 
said at a news conference. 
“The joke is 60 is the new 


40, and it’s true. We are a 
younger generation than 
the 60 that went before us.” 
She called the attempt a 
“symbolic moment" for in¬ 
creasing understanding 
between the United States 
and Cuba, two nations torn 
by five decades of animos¬ 
ity and mistrust. 

“I’m under no delusion that 
my swim is going to make 
any new political ramifica¬ 
tions," she added. “But it is 
a human moment between 
the two countries.” 

Nyad spent the day eating, 
hydrating and meeting with 
members of her team. Five 
boats planned to sail along¬ 
side with 45 support crew 
on board, from navigators, 
nutritionists and doctors to 
shark wranglers and a film 
crew that has been docu¬ 
menting her story. 

“I can't do this alone,” she 
said at a news conference. 
Nyad first had a go at this 
crossing as a 28-year-old 
back in 1978, when she 
swam inside a steel shark 
cage for about 42 hours 
before sea currents ham¬ 
mering her off course put 
an end to that attempt. 

The following year she set 
a world record for open- 
water swimming without a 
shark cage, charting 102.5 
miles (165 kilometers) from 
the Bahamas to Florida be¬ 
fore retiring from competi¬ 
tive endurance swimming. 
Still, she said the aborted 
Cuba attempt stuck with 
her all these years, and 
upon turning 60, she started 
thinking about a come¬ 
back. 

“What if I went back and 
tried to chase that elusive 
dream of Cuba?” she said. 
“And I started training and 
I found it was in my heart 
and it was in my body. ... It 
seems almost like a dream 
to me, but now it’s real.” 
Australian swimmer Susie 
Maroney successfully swam 
the shark-filled waters from 


Cuba through the Straits 
and to the Keys in 1997, 
though she used a cage. 
Nyad will be relying on spe¬ 
cial equipment that sur¬ 
rounds her with an electric 
current imperceptible to 
humans but strong enough 
to keep most sharks at bay. 
Whitetip sharks are not de¬ 
terred by the field, so divers 
will be standing by to gen¬ 
tly discourage any of those 
who get curious — without 
harming them. 

For the record to be consid¬ 
ered valid, Nyad will have 
to make the swim without a 
wetsuit. Her crew will navi¬ 
gate, monitor her health 
and provide nourishment. 
But she is not allowed to 
touch the boat, nor can 
her helpers hold her, until 
she emerges fully onto dry 
land. Even that could be a 
challenge in Florida's man¬ 
grove thickets, exhausted 


and with no land legs after 
T/i days of swimming. 

Nyad plans to swim a north¬ 
west course aiming to arrive 
at a point in the Keys a little 
east of due north, compen¬ 
sating for sea currents. 

She plans to stop every 45 
minutes for 20-second hy¬ 
dration breaks — water, 
juice, sports drinks. Every 90 
minutes she'll rest for 2 min¬ 
utes and nibble on bread or 
a spoonful of peanut but¬ 
ter. 

By day two she'll begin 
drinking heated water and 
hot chocolate to ward off 
hypothermia, which be¬ 
comes a threat after so 
many hours at sea even 
with water temperatures 
expected to be 86 to 88 
degrees Fahrenheit (30 to 
31 degrees Celsius). 

She described long swims 
as marathons of “sensory 
deprivation,” unable to see 


or hear much through her 
fogged-up goggles and 
swim cap. Her thoughts will 
wander to abstracts like the 
nature of the universe, infini¬ 
ty, space and time. At other 
times, songs run obsessively 
through her mind — includ¬ 
ing “Guantanamera,” the 
only Spanish-language 
tune she knows. 

“I decide, OK, I'm going to 
sing ‘Guantanamera’ 2,000 
times and that'll take me 
exactly three hours and fifty 
minutes,” she said. “I try to 
pick songs that match my 
stroke. ... It just helps me 
pass the time.” 

Nyad said her un-retirement 
is a one-time thing, and af¬ 
ter this she’ll be hanging up 
her goggles. 

“I didn't come back to 
be a marathon swimmer 
again. This is the only one,” 
she said. “I just came back 
for Cuba.”Q 
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Sperm from mice stem 
cells offers infertility hope 



In this photo released by Kyoto University Prof. Mitinori Saitou, 
baby mice born with viable sperm created from stem cells of 
mice are shown shortly after their birth at a laboratory of the 
university in Kyoto, western Japan. Kyoto University researchers, 
led by Saitou, managed to induce mice stem cells into creating 
sperm precursors which were transplanted into infertile male 
mice. The mice then produced sperm that was successfully used 
to fertilize eggs in vitro. The offspring were healthy and fertile. 

(AP Photo/Kyoto University, Mitinori Saitou) 


TOKYO (AP) — A team of 
scientists has reported pro¬ 
ducing viable sperm using 
the stem cells of mice in an 
experiment that research¬ 
ers hope could one day 
lead to treating infertile 
men. 

The Kyoto University re¬ 
searchers managed to in¬ 
duce mice stem cells into 
creating sperm precursors, 
which were transplanted 
into infertile male mice. 

The mice then produced 
sperm that was successfully 
used to fertilize eggs in a 
lab dish. 

The offspring were healthy 
and fertile, according to 
a paper published online 
Thursday in the scientific 
journal Cell. 

Members of the research 
team, led by Mitinori Saitou, 
said they believe their suc¬ 
cess may help in the devel¬ 
opment of infertility treat¬ 
ments in humans, although 
they said many hurdles re¬ 
main. 

“We have high hopes, but 
it's not that easy,” Saitou 
told the Associated Press 
by telephone Friday from 
Kyoto, in western Japan. 

“There are many difficult is¬ 
sues ahead in applying this 
to humans. 

But it is a first step." 

Experts outside the group 
say it’s an important first 
step toward infertility treat¬ 
ment although there would 


be a long way. 

“This is a very good experi¬ 
ment for thinking about 
treatment of infertile man 
but a very very long way,” 
said Toshio Suda, develop¬ 
mental biology professor at 
Keio University. 

He said the Kyoto team's 


findings were great work 
but it is not easy to prepare 
the mature sperm cells at 
present. 

If some hurdles are cleared, 
it could successfully iden¬ 
tify “which gene is very 
important to prepare the 
sperm."□ 
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Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — They 
defied fhe bishops to sup¬ 
port President Barack 
Obama’s health care over¬ 
haul. Now Catholic hospi¬ 
tals are dismayed the law 
may force them to cover 
birth control free of charge 
to their employees. 

A provision in the law ex¬ 
panded preventive health¬ 
care benefits for women, 
and fhe administration said 
last week that must include 
birth control with no co¬ 
pays. The Catholic Health 
Association says a pro¬ 
posed conscience exemp¬ 
tion is so narrowly written it 
would apply only to houses 
of worship. Some other re¬ 
ligious-based organizations 
agree. “I call this the parish 
housekeeper exemption — 
that's about all it covers,” 
said Sister Carol Keehan, 
president of fhe 600-mem- 
ber umbrella group for 
Catholic hospitals. 

“What we are trying to do 
is make workable the con¬ 
science protection the ad¬ 
ministration says it is willing 
to give." 

Most Catholic hospitals do 
not cover birth control for 
fheir employees, Keehan 
said, buf in some cases 
fhey are required fo by 
state law. 

Doctors caring for patients 
at the hospitals are not re¬ 
stricted from prescribing 


Sr. Carol Keehan, president 
of the Catholic Health 
Association of the United 
States, the 600-member 
umbrella group for Catholic 
hospitals. 

(AP Photo) 

birth control. 

The Health and Human 
Services Department is ask¬ 
ing for public comment on 
its proposed conscience 
clause before making a fi¬ 
nal decision, expected lat¬ 
er this year. 

Polls show that Americans 
overwhelmingly support 
greater access to birth con¬ 
trol, which medical experts 
say promotes well-being 
by allowing women to ad¬ 
equately space their preg¬ 
nancies. 

Women's rights groups 
are opposed to any con¬ 
science exemption, point¬ 
ing out that it’s not spe¬ 
cifically authorized by the 
health care law. 

“All women do use contra¬ 
ception at some point in 
their lives, and we think it 
should be available to them 
as a preventive health ser¬ 
vice,” said Judy Waxman, 
vice president for health 
and reproductive rights at 
the National Women's Law 
Center. 

That includes women who 
work for Catholic hospitals 
and for the church itself, 
Waxman added. □ 



US groups object to 
birth control cover 
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Your smartphone: 


By JORDAN ROBERTSON 
AP Technology Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Hack¬ 
ers are out to stymie your 
smartphone. 

Last week, security re¬ 
searchers uncovered yet 
another strain of malicious 
software aimed at smart¬ 
phones that run Google’s 
popularAndroid operating 
system. The application 
not only logs details about 
incoming and outgoing 
phone calls, it also records 
those calls. 

That came a month after 
researchers discovered a 
security hole in Apple Inc.’s 
iPhones, which prompted 
the German government 
to warn Apple about the 
urgency of the threat. 
Security experts say at¬ 
tacks on smartphones are 
growing fast — and attack¬ 
ers are becoming smarter 
about developing new 
techniques. 

“We're in the experimental 
stage of mobile malware 
where the bad guys are 
starting to develop their 
business models,” said Kev¬ 
in Mahaffey, co-founder of 
Lookout Inc., a San Francis¬ 
co-based maker of mobile 
security software. 
Wrong-doers have infect¬ 
ed PCs with malicious soft¬ 
ware, or malware, for de¬ 
cades. Now, they are fast 
moving to smartphones as 
the devices become a vital 
part of everyday life. 

Some 38 percent of Ameri¬ 
can adults now own an 
iPhone, BlackBerry or other 
mobile phone that runsthe 
Android, Windows or 
WebOS operating systems, 
according to data from 
Nielsen. That’s up from just 
6 percent who owned a 
smartphone in 2007 when 
the iPhone was released 
and catalyzed the industry. 
The smartphone’s useful¬ 
ness, allowing people to or¬ 
ganize their digital lives with 
one device, is also its allure 
to criminals. All at once, 
smartphones have be¬ 
come wallets, email lock- 
boxes, photo albums and 
Rolodexes. And because 
owners are directly billed 
for services bought with 
smartphones, they open up 
new angles for financial at¬ 
tacks. The worst programs 
cause a phone to rack up 


unwanted service charges, 
record calls, intercept text 
messages and even dump 
emails, photos and other 
private content directly 
onto criminals’ servers. 
Evidence of this hacker in¬ 
vasion is starting to emerge. 

— Lookout says it now de¬ 
tects thousands of attempt¬ 
ed infections each day on 
mobile phones running its 
security software. In Janu¬ 
ary, there were just a few 
hundred detections a day. 
The number of detections is 
nearly doubling every few 
months. As many as 1 mil¬ 
lion people were hit by mo¬ 
bile malware in the first half 
of 2011. 

— Google Inc. has removed 
about 100 malicious ap¬ 
plications from its Android 
Market app store. One par¬ 
ticularly harmful app was 
downloaded more than 
260,000 times before it was 
removed. Android is the 
world’s most popular smart¬ 
phone operating software 
with more than 135 million 
users worldwide. 

— Symantec Corp., the 
world’s biggest security 
software maker, is also see¬ 
ing a jump. Last year, the 
company identified just 
five examples of malware 
unique to Android. So far 
this year, it's seen 19. Of 
course, that number pales 
compared with the hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of new 
strains targeting PCs every 
year, but experts say it’s 
only a matter of time be¬ 
fore criminals catch up. 
“Bad guys go where the 
money is,” said Charlie 
Miller, principal research 
consultant with the Accu- 
vant Inc. security firm, and 
a prominent hacker of mo¬ 
bile devices. “As more and 
more people use phones 
and keep data on phones, 
and PCs aren’t as relevant, 
the bad guys are going to 
follow that. The bad guys 
are smart. They know when 
it makes sense to switch.” 
When it comes to security, 
smartphones share a prob¬ 
lem with PCs: Infections are 
typically the responsibility 
of the user to fix, if the prob¬ 
lem is discovered at all. 

The emergence in early 
July of a previously un¬ 
known security hole in Ap¬ 
ple Inc.'s iPhones and iPads 
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a new frontier for hackers 



In this Jan. 5, 2011 file photo, a person operates their iPhone in New York. Security experts say 
attacks on smartphones are growing fast—and attackers are becoming smarter about developing 
new techniques. 

Associated Press 


cast a spotlight on mobile 
security. Users downloaded 
a program that allowed 
them to run unauthorized 
programs on their devices. 
But the program could also 
be used to help criminals 
co-opt iPhones. Apple has 
since issued a fix. 

It was the second time this 
year that the iPhone’s se¬ 
curity was called into ques¬ 
tion. In April the company 
changed its handling of lo¬ 
cation data after a privacy 
outcry that landed an ex¬ 
ecutive in front of Congress. 
Researchers had discov¬ 
ered that iPhones stored 
the data for a year or more 
in unencrypted form, mak¬ 
ing them vulnerable to 
hacking. Apple CEO Steve 
Jobs emerged from medi¬ 
cal leave to personally ad¬ 
dress the issue. 

The iPhone gets outsize at¬ 
tention because it basically 
invented the consumer 
smartphone industry when 
it was introduced in 2007. 
But Apple doesn’t license 
its software to other phone 
manufacturers. Google 
gives Android to phone 
makers for free. So, An¬ 
droid phones are growing 
faster. As a result, Google's 
Android Market is a cru¬ 
cial pathway for hacking 
attacks. The app store is a 
lightly curated online ba¬ 
zaar for applications that, 
unlike Apple’s App Store, 
doesn’t require that devel¬ 
opers submit their programs 


for pre-approval. 

Lookout says it has seen 
more unique strains of An¬ 
droid malware in the past 
month than it did in all of 
last year. 

One strain seen earlier this 
year, called DroidDream, 
was downloaded more 
than 260,000 times before 
Google removed it, though 
additional variants keep 
appearing. 

Lookout says about 100 
apps have been removed 
from the Android Market so 
far, a figure Google didn't 
dispute. 

Malicious applications of¬ 
ten masquerade as legiti¬ 
mate ones, such as games, 
calculators or pornograph¬ 
ic photos and videos. They 
can appear in advertising 
links inside other applica¬ 
tions. Their moneymaking 
schemes include new ap¬ 
proaches that are impos¬ 
sible on PCs. 

One recent malicious app 
secretly subscribed vic¬ 
tims up to a service that 
sends quizzes via text mes¬ 
sage. The pay service was 
charged to the victims’ 
phone bills, which is pre¬ 
sumably how the criminals 
got paid. They may have 
created the service or been 
hired by the creator to sign 
people up. Since malware 
can intercept text messag¬ 
es, it's likely the victims nev¬ 
er saw the messages — just 
the charges. 

A different piece of mal¬ 


ware logs a person’s in¬ 
coming text messages and 
replies to them with spam 
and malicious links. Most 
mobile malware, however, 
keep their intentions hid¬ 
den. Some apps set up a 
connection between the 
phone and a server under 
a criminal’s control, which is 
used to send instructions. 
Google points out that 
Android security features 
are designed to limit the 
interaction between ap¬ 
plications and a user's 
data, and developers can 
be blocked. Users also 
are guilty of blithely click 
through warnings about 
what personal information 
an application will access. 
Malicious programs for the 
iPhone have been rare. In 
large part, that’s because 
Apple requires that it exam¬ 
ine each application be¬ 
fore it goes online. Still, the 
recent security incidents 
underline the threat even 
to the most seemingly se¬ 
cure devices. 

A pair of computer worms 
targeting the iPhone ap¬ 
peared in 2009. Both affect¬ 
ed only iPhones that were 
modified, or “jailbroken,” to 
run unauthorized programs. 
And Apple has dealt with 
legitimate applications 
that overreached and col¬ 
lected more personal data 
than they should have, 
which led to the Cupertino, 
Calif.-based company de¬ 
manding changes.Q 
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Economy, not debt rating, will send markets lower 



In this Aug. 5, 2011, file photo a pedestrian walks past the New York Stock Exchange on earl 
in New York, a day stocks around the world tumbled ahead of crucial U.S. jobs figures. 

Associated Press 


CHIP CUTTER 
PALLAVI GOGOI 
AP Business Writers 
NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. in¬ 
vestors will have their first 
chance Monday to react 
to Standard & Poor’s deci¬ 
sion to strip the U.S. govern¬ 
ment of its top credit rating. 
But the bigger issues fac¬ 
ing Wall Street and stock 
markets worldwide remain 
debt-ridden countries in 
Europe and concerns that 
the global economy is 
weakening. Friday’s first- 
ever downgrade of U.S. 
long-term debt from AAA 
to AA+ wasn’t unexpected 
and may have little impact 
on interest rates. But it’s 
the kind of news that stock 
markets don't need when 
investors are already ner¬ 
vous. 

Even before the down¬ 
grade, the Dow Jones in¬ 
dustrial average last week 
fell nearly 700 points, or 6 
percent. Investors were 
worried because econom¬ 
ic signals in the U.S. and 
overseas were pointing to¬ 
ward trouble: 

—On July 29, the govern¬ 
ment dramatically lowered 
its estimate of how much 
the economy grew during 
the first quarter. It had said 
the economy grew at an 
annual rate of 1.3 percent, 
but revised that number 
down to 0.4 percent. Sec¬ 
ond-quarter growth was 
also weak, a 1.3 percent 
rate. 

—European officials are 
trying to help Italy — the 
world’s eighth-largest 


economy — avoid the kind 
of bailouts that Greece, 
Portugal and Spain were 
forced to accept to pre¬ 
vent them from defaulting 
on their debt. And those 
bailouts haven’t solved 
all the problems in those 
countries. 

—The first reports on the 
economy during the third 
quarter have been mixed. 
Manufacturing, which 
helped pull the economy 
out of the recession, fell to 
its weakest level since July 
2009 — the month after the 
recession officially ended. 
The Labor Department said 
117,000 jobs were created 
last month. But that came 
after 99,000 jobs were cre¬ 
ated in May and June 
combined — and 250,000 
new jobs are needed each 
month to reduce unem¬ 
ployment. 

As a result, financial ana¬ 
lysts interviewed Sunday 
said they expect markets to 
be volatile this week — and 
beyond. 

“We are in unchartered ter¬ 
ritory and, therefore, should 
all brace for volatility over 
a number of days if not 
weeks," said Mohamed El- 
Erian, CEO and co-chief 
investment officer of the 
bond mutual fund compa¬ 
ny PIMCO. 

Mark Zandi, chief econo¬ 
mist at Moody’s Analyt¬ 
ics, said he expected the 
downgrade to cause a sell- 
off Monday. “There's a lot 
of fear and misunderstand¬ 
ing and confusion, and that 
all could come out in the 


stock and bond markets. I 
don’t think it takes much to 
unnerve investors given the 
current environment. I think 
anything could drive inves¬ 
tors to sell given how fragile 
sentiment is,” he said. 
Former Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
who appeared on NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” Sunday, 
expects the selling to last 
for some time. “It is very un¬ 
likely that (this) isn't going 
to take a while to bottom 
out,” he said. 

The reason: “It depends 
on Europe, not the United 
States,” Greenspan said. 
“The United States was 
actually doing relatively 
well, sluggish but going 


forward until Italy ran into 
trouble.” He said that half 
of U.S. corporations oper¬ 
ate in Europe, and that the 
region “has been a very 
important driving force in 
the overall earnings of U.S. 
corporations.” The Dow 
fell 513 points on Thursday 
alone after concerns about 
Italy’s problems were com¬ 
pounded by anxiety ahead 
of Friday’s jobs report from 
the Labor Department. 
That report came in better 
than expected; the econ¬ 
omy got 117,000 new jobs 
in July. But it wasn’t enough 
to calm investors. The Dow 
has fallen nearly 10 percent 
in two weeks — a period 
that included the budget 


debate that averted a de¬ 
fault on U.S. debt. 
Greenspan noted that S&P 
had “hit a nerve" with its 
downgrade. The ratings 
agency said it was lowering 
the U.S. rating not just be¬ 
cause of the country’s debt 
load, but because S&P 
doesn’t believe Congress 
has the ability to resolve the 
country's debt problems. 
And it warned that another 
downgrade could be forth¬ 
coming. 

On Saturday, David Beers, 
S&P’s global head of sover¬ 
eign ratings, said his agen¬ 
cy was concerned about 
“the degree of uncertainty 
about the political policy 
process” in WashingtonO 
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Asian stock markets fall after U.S. credit downgrade 



A monitor displays the Dow Jones Industrial Average on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 
on Friday, Aug. 5, 2011 in New York. A government report that hiring improved in July sent stocks 
sharply higher just after the market opened. The rally lasted less than a half-hour. Many economists 
still fear that the economy might dip back into recession. 


BANGKOK (AP) — Asian 
stocks fell Monday after the 
historic downgrade of the 
U.S. credit rating but losses 
were contained amid a 
promise by Group of Seven 
industrial nations to take all 
necessary measures to sup¬ 
port financial stability. 

Oil prices extended recent 
sharp losses, trading below 
$85 a barrel on expecta¬ 
tions that slowing global 
economic growth will 
crimp demand for crude. 
Japan's Nikkei 225 stock 
average was down 1.3 per¬ 
cent at 9,178.30 and Seoul's 
Kospi dropped 1.6 percent 
to 1,913.58. 

Hong Kong's Hang Seng 
tumbled 2.6 percent to 
20,409.01 while Australia's 
S&P/ASX 200 pared its initial 
sell-off to be down 1 per¬ 
cent at 4,062.70. 

Futures pointed to losses on 
Wall Street when it opens 
Monday. Dow futures were 


NEW YORK (AP) - Investors 
should think twice before 
making any rash moves 
Monday. 

Many market analysts ex¬ 
pect stocks to fall sharply 
because of anxiety about 
the downgrade of the U.S. 
credit rating, the debt crisis 
in Europe and last week's 
stock market plunge. The 
temptation to bolt from any 
hint of risk is understand¬ 
able. And right now, stocks 
look risky. Financial planners 
say people who stick with 
their investment strategy 
will likely see their portfolios 
recover in the long run. 

"The whole reason for hav¬ 
ing an investment plan is to 
make it easier to know what 
to do in times like these," 
notes David Yeske, manag¬ 
ing director of Yeske Buie, 
an investment firm based in 
San Francisco. Still, that can 
be difficult to remember 
when faced with a seem¬ 
ingly endless stream of grim 
news. Standard & Poor's 
downgraded the country's 
top AAA credit rating for 
the first time in history on 
Friday. The ratings agency 
lowered the rating one 


off 225 points, or 2 percent, 
at 11,177 and broader S&P 
500 futures shed 23.6, or 2 


notch to AA+. It said po¬ 
litical fighting in Washing¬ 
ton raised concerns about 
the government's ability to 
solve its budget and deficit 
problems. Just a day ear¬ 
lier, the Dow Jones indus¬ 
trial average fell 513 points, 
its biggest drop since the 
2008 financial meltdown. 
The plunge contributed to 
a nearly 10 percent slide in 
the Dow over the past two 
weeks. One reason for the 
drop: Italy looks like it could 
be the next European coun¬ 
try to need a bailout. And 
that raised concerns about 
the health of the global 
economy. The swoon in 
stocks likely knocked many 
portfolios out of balance. 
For example, younger pro¬ 
fessionals might have built 
a portfolio so it would be 70 
percent in stocks. But that 
share has probably fallen as 
the market did. These inves¬ 
tors should consider shifting 
more money into stocks to 
get back into balance, fi¬ 
nancial planners say. 

The prospect of buying 
stocks, even at cheaper 
prices, is daunting. The 
more natural instinct when 


percent, to 1,174.20. 
Standard & Poor's down¬ 
grade of the U.S. sover- 


the market is undergo¬ 
ing turmoil is to sell. "But if 
you sell now out of fear 
that the markets won't re¬ 
cover, you'll be selling low 
and losing money," notes 
Ric Edelman, CEO of Edel- 
man Financial, based in 
Fairfax, Va. "Investors who 
are fair-weather friends are 
the ones who lose the most 
money. Profits are earned 
when the market is declin¬ 
ing." The past few weeks 
underscore the importance 
of rebalancing regularly 
and frequently, especially 
as you get closer to the 
time when you'll need your 
money. Experts say those 
nearing or already at retire¬ 
ment age shouldn't have 
been heavily invested in 
stocks, and so the recent 
selloff shouldn't have had 
a significant event. If the 
thought of buying stocks 
in this climate is unnerving, 
keep in mind that the ma¬ 
jority of portfolio changes 
the past two years have 
gone in the other direction 
-- in other words, portfolios 
have become stock-heavy 
because the market has 
soared. □ 


Associated Press 

eign credit rating to AA+ 
from the top-notch AAA 

— announced late Friday 

— is another blow to confi¬ 
dence in the struggling U.S. 
economy, analysts said. 
Worries that the U.S. econ¬ 
omy, the world's biggest, 
is heading back into re¬ 
cession have been com¬ 
pounded by signs that Eu¬ 
rope's government debt 
crisis is threatening to engulf 
bigger economies such as 
Italy and Spain. 

"The loss of AAA status will 
plainly add some salt to 
the wounds of weak senti¬ 
ment" in stock markets but 
concern is likely to quickly 
return to the prospects for 
U.S. and global economic 
growth, DBS Bank Ltd. in Sin¬ 
gapore said in a report. 
"Investors are far more con¬ 
cerned about the weak 
economy than what the 
S&P has to say about US 
politicians and their inability 
to wrap a plan around the 
deficit," the DBS analysts 
said. 

A flurry of weekend activity 
by global finance officials 


gave rise to hopes of coor¬ 
dinated action to prevent 
a market meltdown. 

The G-7 industrial countries 
issued a joint statement 
late Sunday pledging in¬ 
creased cooperation to 
attack economic prob¬ 
lems and saying they were 
committed to taking all 
necessary measures to sup¬ 
port financial stability and 
growth. 

The G-7 statement came 
after the group held an 
emergency conference 
call to discuss the debt cri¬ 
sis in Europe and market 
prospects following the an¬ 
nouncement of the first-ev¬ 
er downgrade of the credit 
rating of the U.S. govern¬ 
ment. The European Cen¬ 
tral Bank, meanwhile, said 
it will "actively implement" 
a bond-purchase program 
that could boost Spanish 
and Italian bonds and drive 
down interest yields that 
threaten those countries 
with financial disaster. 

The burst of activity under¬ 
scored how government 
debt levels in Europe and 
the U.S. have unsettled fi¬ 
nancial markets — and 
sharpened fears that debt 
troubles could derail the 
global recovery from the 
2007-2009 financial crisis. 
Elsewhere in Asia, Taiwan's 
benchmark index slipped 
1.6 percent and New Zea¬ 
land's market dropped 2.2 
percent. 

Singapore's key index re¬ 
treated 1.8 percent. 

The Dow fell 5.8 percent last 
week amid dour U.S. eco¬ 
nomic news. It plunged 513 
points on Thursday alone, 
the worst day for the Dow 
since the global financial 
crisis erupted in 2008. 
Benchmark oil for Septem¬ 
ber delivery was down 
$2.55 to $84.33 a barrel 
in electronic trading on 
the New York Mercantile 
Exchange.Q 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Urgent 
5 Wear away 
10 Lost vital fluid 

14 Adam & Eve’s 
garden home 

15 Blue or brown 

16 Carousel or 
Ferris wheel 

17 Necklace piece 

18 Mixture 

20 Tic-_-toe 

21 Throw 

22 One defeated 

23 Noiseless 

25 Launch site 

26 Entertains 
28 Venom 

31 Some horses 

32 Picture card 
34 Flour container 

36 Large continent 

37 Sausage 

38 Delight 

39 Actor _ Stiller 

40 San Francisco 
baseball player 

41 In a_; quickly 

42 Leave high and 
dry 

44 Restaurant 
employee 

45 Assistance 

46 River in Paris 

47 Build 

50 Sword fight 

51 Carpet 
54 Signed up 

57 One of the 
Three Bears 

58 To 

unanimously 

59 Stay away from 

60 From the 
whole gamut 

61 Warble 

62 Raring to go 

63 Actress Russo 

DOWN 

1 Amount owed 

2 “Hey! What’s 
the big _?” 

3 _with; help to 

get to know 
again 

4 Conclusion 

5 Canyon sounds 


6 Chanticleer’s 
perch 

7 Cutlass or 
Alero 

8 Poodle or pug 

9 Prior to 

10 Dwells gloomily 
upon a subject 

11 Can tops 

12 On_; nervous 

13 Bambi, for one 

19 Unadorned 

21 Classic gifts for 
Father’s Day 

24 Annapolis 
acad. 

25 Wordsworth or 
Longfellow 

26 United _ 
Emirates; UAE 

27 Exodus leader 

28 Nuisance 

29 Wipe out 

30 Female relative 

32 Campus area 

33 Espresso 
holder 

35_-do-well; 

bum 


37 Breeze 

38 Big smile 

40 Canter and trot 

41 Pig’s curly part 

43 Running toward 
the finish line 

44 Garden tender, 
at times 

46 Napped leather 


47 Historical ages 

48 fa, so... 

49 Actor Richard 

50 Boring situation 

52 Come _; find 

53 Long look 

55 Golf ball holder 

56 Zsa Zsa’s sister 

57 Golf hole norm 



















































































































































































































































































































































‘Shelebration!’ 



Laurie Anderson performs 
in “Shelebration!,” a 
tribute to Shel Silverstein at 
SummerStage in Central Park, 
in New York, Aug. 6, 2011. 

The concert pulled together 
some of the strands of the 
songwriter-author-illustrator's 
diverse career. 

(Karsten Moran/The 

New York Times) 

JON PARELES 
© 2011 New York Times 

Dan Zones started “Shel¬ 
ebration!," a concert trib¬ 
ute to Shel Silverstein on 
Saturday night at Summer- 
Stage, with “You're Always 
Welcome at Our House.” 
It’s a smiley, bouncy song 
that could be a children’s 
ditty except that it's about 
serial murder, with a new 
victim in each verse. It was 
a canny choice that pulled 
together some of the many 
strands of Silverstein’s ca¬ 
reer. 

Silverstein (1932-1999) had 
a multifarious resume. He 
was a prolific songwriter, 
children’s book author (in¬ 
cluding “The Giving Tree”), 
cartoonist (for Playboy 
magazine), essayist, poet, 
novelist and playwright. He 
wrote hits including “A Boy 
Named Sue" for Johnny 
Cash, “One's on the Way” 
for Loretta Lynn and “The 
Cover of the Rolling Stone” 
for Dr. Hook and the Medi¬ 
cine Show. 

He could be avuncular, 
raunchy, kind or macabre. 
Whether writing for children 
or adults, he harnessed el¬ 
egantly rhymed light verse 
to a gift for tall tales and 
fables and a fondness for 
twist endings and ever- 
expanding lists. He was in 
the line of versifiers like Er¬ 
nest Thayer (“Casey at the 
Bat”) and Rudyard Kipling, 
filtered through Dr. Seuss 
and the beatnik and hip¬ 
pie eras, with some country 
sentiment added. □ 



VACATIONS, N.V. 


TROPICANA ARUBA 

RESORT & CASINO 

WKs 51, 52 1BR 
Sale $4,000, Rent $800 
WKs 1 thru 15 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $800 
WKs 16 thru 50 1BR 
Sale $2,000, Rent $650 
ARUBA BEACH CLUB 

Wk 50, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 
CASA DEL MAR 
Wk 36, Ambassador 
Sale $4,500, Rent $600 
DIVI PHOENIX 

Wk4 Studio* 

Wk8 Studio 

Wk 9 1BR 

LAQUINTA BEACH RESORT 

WK 37, 1BR Sale 
$3,000, Rent $600 
WK 47, 1BR 
Sale $3,500, Rent $600 
PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

WK 1, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 2, $12,995 2BR Pool 
WK 4, $12,995 2BR Pool 

Wk 8 $9,000 1BR Garden* 

Wk 8 $12,000 2BR Pool* 

Wk 9 $8,500 1BR Garden* 

Wk 9 $12,000 1BR Pool* 

Wk 10, $6,500 1BR 
Garden 

Wk 14, $13,000 2BR Pool* 

Wk 24 $1,860 Studio 
Wk 19, 3,15 1BR Garden 

Wk 20, $4,200 1BR Pool 
Wk 31 $1,920 1BR 
(Even Yr.) 

Wk 32 $7,200 2BR Pool 
Wk 38 $6,600 2BR Pool 
Wk 42 $4,500 1BR Pool 
Wk 45 $11,000 2BR 
Pool* 

Wk 46 $10,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 47 $10,000 2BR Pool* 
Wk 47 $20,000 
Penthouse* 

Wk 48 $10,000 2BR Pool* 
OCCIDENTAL 
WKs 2-17, $16,000 
1BR OF Supreme Float 
Wk 50 1BR $9,000 

MORE WEEKS AVAILABLE 
FOR RENT OR SALE 

Please call 748-9909 
arubadreamvacations 
@hotmail.com 
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Classifieds 

Own & Earn Money 
Beachfront Condo For Sale 

The Condo boats 2 
bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, 
a fully equipped kitchen, 
built in closet and suite walk 
in closet. 

Own this dream and earn 
between US$30k and $50k 
annually! Interested? 

Call +297-7331261 
+297-745-3121 

104408 

For Sale 

Time Share for sale by owner 

Casa del Mar Amb. Ocean front 
Prop. 1 Br units 

wk 29 July 16 Rm 1326 sleeps 4 
king bed queen sofa also wk 31 
July 30 Rm 1134 $2700 each + mf 
and wk 33 mid Aug. Rm 1435 
$2500 call Aruba Beach Club 
582-3000 Rm 126 until 8/5 
E-mail rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

192221A 

For Sale 

Time Share 
Casa del Mar 

2 Br 2 Bath Presidential Rm 1413 


Tropicana Aruba 
Resort & Casino 

at Eagle Beach 
Privately Owned One 
Bedroom Suites 
Full kitchen, Dining- 
Living Room Area, 
Sleeps 4 

Rental $800 or Lifetime 
Purchase $3,500 per 
week - Winter Season 
Rental $650 or Lifetime 
Purchase $2,000 per 
week-All others 
We have our 
representatives ready to 
visit you. Give us a call!!! 
Owen 748 9909 
David 592 8401 
josflak@hotmail.com 



DOCTOR 

ON 

DUTY 

8AUGUST 

Dr. JohnCroes 



Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


Botica Paradera Tel: 588-6638 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 


Police 

Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 

Emergency 
Police 
Fire Dept. 

Fire Dept. II 
Police Tipline 
Hospital 



100 

115 


582-1108 

11141 

587-4300 


Oranjestad 

Ambulance 582-1234 

Police 582-4000 


FOR RENT OR SALE 

CASA DEL MAR 
2bdrm wk 28 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

wks.31+32, 8 +9 
2 bdrm 2 balconies 
Also avail. 1 bdrm in wks 
1+3+4+5 

Gorgeous Pool-Beach-Ocean- 
Sunset Views! 
wks. can be switched 
call. 941-343-1088 USA 

192252 


FOR RENT 

Condo at Oceania 


sleeps 5 ocean front $5975 
wk 39 Casa p.m. Ambass 
Rm 1327 1 Br king bed queen sofa 
$2700 all +mf 
I 

E-mail rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

192221C 

For Sale 

Ford Everst Diesel 2008 
Afl. 35.000 

Mitsubishi Outlander 2008 
Special edition in good 
condition Afl. 45.000 
For Info call 733-3322 

_ 192213A 


San Nicolas 


Ambulance 

Police station 

BGD San Nicolas 
Valero Security 

584-5050 

584-5000 

584-1606 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 

Cruise Ship 


(Eagle Beach) 

Ocean view 

3rd Floor 
3 swimming pools 
Elevator, Gym, Internet, 
Cable TV, Landscaped garden 
$2750 per month (exluding 
utilities) 

Tel.734-4750 or 
werner@mparuba.com 

Pictures at 

www.oranjestad.be 

104038 


FOR RENT 

Executive Apartment 
Wacamaya Rooi Santo Noord 

1st Floor 

1 bed room apartment 
Fully furnished, swimming pool 
Landscaped garden 
$1300 per month 
(excluding utilities) 

Tel. 734-4750 
werner@mparuba.com 

104039 


For Sale 

Time Share for sale by owner 

Divi Dutch Village of property 
studio Rm 128 king bed queen sofa 
wk 35 sleeps 4 8/27 $3900 
Divi Phoenix ocean front Rm 705 
wk 36 aprox 9/11 

all amenities king bed queen sofa, 
sleep 4 $5400. Also La Cabana 
Studio Rm 305 B wk 35 late Aug 
sleep 4 $2500 all +mf 

E-mail rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

192221B 


For Rent 

5 Apartments at Boton 7-B 
5 minutes from Oranjestad 
including: Pool, Internet, Gas 
Price starting at Afl 1100,= 
p/m excl. water, electricity, 
cable 

For info call 733-3322 

_ 192213 

FOR RENT 
Nr. Marriott 

Cottage 2 storey 
2 Br-Bath-living 
furnished-aircon 
internet-cable. 
Atractive garden 
animals welcome 
Afl. 1500 p/m excl 
586-3396 


192218 



KEEP ARUBA 

CLEAN 


8 Ocean Dream 



Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 
American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 
Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 
Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 


Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Marine ER releases its 10,000th rescued sea lion 



In this Thursday Aug. 4, 2011, photo, two California sea lions. 
Zodiac Girl, left, and Milestone, right, are released back into the 
wild at Chimney Rock Beach in Pt. Reyes National Seashore, 
Calif. Both sea lions had been nursed back to health by the 
Marine Mammal Center and released back into the wild on 
Thursday. 

Associated Press 


JASON DEAREN 
Associated Press 
POINT REYES NATIONAL 
SEASHORE, California (AP) 

— Two juvenile sea lions 
paused for a moment at 
the edge of the sea, each 
raising their whiskered fac¬ 
es toward the silvery water 
before sliding in to free¬ 
dom. 

For the Marine Mammal 
Center crew standing be¬ 
hind the rehabilitated pin¬ 
nipeds on Thursday, it was 
a significant day: rescued 
sea lion No. 10,000, nick¬ 
named Milestone, and 
10,001, Zodiac Girl, had 
been nursed back to health 
and sent back to the wild 
where they belong. 

“There’s always some at¬ 
tachment. There’s always 
some animal that captures 
your heart,” said Shelbi 
Stoudt, the center staffer 
who organizes these regu¬ 
lar releases. “It’s a bitter¬ 
sweet feeling because 
you're sending them back 
home but you also don’t 


get to see them anymore.” 
Since it opened its doors 
36 years ago, the nonprofit 
marine mammal hospital 
has become famous for 
nursing sick marine critters 
back to health — but its big¬ 
gest contribution perhaps 
has been its role in collect¬ 
ing and storing thousands 
of tissue and other samples 
from the animals it rescues 
along 600 miles of Califor¬ 
nia coast. The center’s mix 
of laboratory science, ma¬ 
rine zoo and educational 
outreach has led to doz¬ 
ens of published scientific 
papers and helped push 
understanding of effects 
of toxic algae, disease 
and the effect of climate 
change on these coastal 
denizens. 

While rescues are a chief 
focus of center, only about 
half of the animals the cen¬ 
ter takes in survive to be 
released. Still, many of the 
more than 17,000 marine 
mammals — including en¬ 
tangled whales, otters and 


elephant seals — the cen¬ 
ter has aided or taken in 
have contributed samples 
that will help further re¬ 
search that can aid threat¬ 
ened and endangered 
species around the world. 
Indeed, many of the ani¬ 
mals nursed back to health 
are not facing imminent ex¬ 
tinction — there are about 
200,000 California sea lions 
in the wild — but the their 
maladies and their genetic 
makeup are similar to other 
species in peril. 

California Sea Lions share 
genetic traits with Stell- 
er sea lions, which are a 
threatened species. The 
center’s researchers say 
collecting and banking sci¬ 
entific samples from many 
of the thousands of sea li¬ 
ons the center has treated 
contributes to efforts to 
save Stellers. Same goes for 
elephant seals, which share 
traits with the endangered 
Hawaiian Monk Seals. 
“We're learning about 
marine mammal health 
through all these patients. 
Before 1975, there was nev¬ 
er anything being regularly 
documented..., so it wasn’t 
feasible to get baseline 
sets of urine and tissue sam¬ 
ples,” said Jim Oswald, the 
center’s spokesman. 
Though Milestone and Zo¬ 
diac Girl unwittingly be¬ 
came the center's 10,000th 
and 10,001st sea lions to be 
sent back home the Pacific 
Ocean, their time spent at 


the center's facility in the 
Marin Headlands just north 
of the Golden Gate Bridge 
provided scientists with a lit¬ 
tle more information being 
used to unravel a mystery 
ailment. 

The two animals had lep¬ 
tospirosis, a bacterial in¬ 
fection that attacks the 
kidneys and can be fatal 
to sea lions. Dogs and hu¬ 
mans can also contract the 
disease. 

What’s odd about the af¬ 
fliction, scientists have ob¬ 
served, is that it occurs cy¬ 
clically every four or five 
years, when hundreds of 
sickened, stranded Cali¬ 
fornia sea lions are found 
infected. While no answer 
to the mystery has been 


found, the center’s data 
collection is helping re¬ 
searchers move closer. 

The center is studying the 
exposure of sea lions to 
carcinogens. About 17 
percent of the stranded 
adult sea lions taken in by 
the center have a specif¬ 
ic cancer the center first 
found in 1979. 

Researchers are studying 
the animals for levels of car¬ 
cinogens, such as the per¬ 
sistent pollutants DDT and 
PCBs, which are banned in 
the U.S., but still are found 
in sea lion blubber. 

Oswald said the center 
also finds chemicals, antibi¬ 
otics and other substances 
of human origin in elephant 
seals and other creatures it 
studies. 

The cancer research is be¬ 
ing done with an eye to 
improving the understand¬ 
ing of human cancers, and 
allows scientists to do tests 
that could not be done 
with human subjects. 

“It’s shocking how many 
animals we’ve treated, but 
the information we’ve re¬ 
ceived from them, that’s 
one of the most important 
aspects of the center’s 
work,” said Stoudt.Q 


PLEAMHE in A3IBA 

MASSAGE AND ESCORT SERVICES 

• Bachelor Parties 

• Secret Affairs 

• Couple Service 
• Full Massage 

• We Deliver/Pick-up 

565-9535 

pleasureinaruba@hotmail.com 


Beautiful Latin Girls 

One‘Hajilig touting 

Beautiful Latina Girls 
We do men, Women & 

Couples 24 hours straigth 
7 days a week. 

onehappyendingaruba.com 

Anil. 5612598 
Udll- 5617819 




Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 


A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME * Quality, Service & Reliability 
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Colors bring optimism to 
Copenhagen Fashion Week 


COPENHAGEN - Pastel 
shades and cautious opti¬ 
mism stalked the catwalks 
at the Copenhagen Fashion 
Week that ended here Sun¬ 
day. 

As designers showcased 
collections for spring and 
summer 2012, industry pro¬ 
fessionals hoped consumer 
spending would pick up and 
propel growth in the fashion 
sector, which has been buf¬ 
feted by recession. 

“I think Danish and Scan¬ 
dinavian fashion has po¬ 
tential in a market with an 
economy like this,” said Eva 
Kruse, CEO of Copenhagen 
Fashion Week (CFW) and Di¬ 
rector of the Danish Fashion 
Institute. 

“That is because the prices 
are fairly low. You get a lot 
of brand value and original 
design for your money when 
buying Danish brands,” she 
told Xinhua. 

Indeed, while avant-garde 
styles were displayed at 
CFW, many of the collec¬ 
tions reflected the sharp, 
simple, value-for-money 
fashion that Nordic design is 
associated with. 

In all, the week featured 
39 runway shows, including 
nine designers exhibiting 
collections for the first time. 
According to Kruse, the 
large number of newcomers 
sends a signal fhaf, “design¬ 
ers are faking up the chal¬ 
lenge of meeting the mar¬ 
ket” and are reflecting the 
optimism of an industry that 
is recovering after being 
buffeted by the 2008 global 
financial crisis. 
GLAMOROUSLY MINIMAL 
Among other typical offer¬ 
ings, flat pastels of pistachio, 
peach and beige marked 
the oversize jackets, tight 
shorts and trousers present¬ 
ed by designer Veronica B. 
Vallenes. 

The trend continued in Trine 
Wackerhaus's show which 
unveiled grey-tone cocktail 
dresses, flamingo-printed 
jumpsuits and more pastels 
in yellow, blue and pink. 
According to Iben Albinus 
Sabroe, Editor-in-Chief of 
Dansk Daily, the official CFW 
newspaper, the creations 
shown during the week add 
up to a “new sort of glamor¬ 
ous minimalism”. □ 



Models wear creations By Malene Birger, for the presentation of 
the spring/summer 2012 collection, during Copenhagen Fashion 
Week, in a hall in the former Carlsberg brewery in Copenhagen, 
Denmark. 

(AP Photo/POLFOTO, Lars Krabbe) 



Big Boi arrested 
on drug charges 


MIAMI (AP) — Grammy- 
winning OutKast rapper 
Big Boi has been arrested 
in Miami on charges of il¬ 
legally possessing drugs, 
including ecstasy and Vi¬ 
agra pills. 

The rapper, whose real 
name is Antwan Patton, 
was charged with three 
counts of possession of a 
controlled substance and 
one count of possession 
of drug paraphernalia 
on Sunday. According to 
the Miami-Dade County 
Corrections website, the 
36-year-old Patton was 
also carrying MDMA, 
which is the main ingredi¬ 
ent in Ecstasy. 

The rapper was booked 
on $16,000 bond. 



This image provided by the 
Miami-Dade County Cor¬ 
rections and Rehabilitation 
Department shows Antwan 
Patton, also known as Big Boi 
of the rap group Outkast, ar¬ 
rested on alleged drug pos¬ 
session charges, Sunday, 
Aug. 7, 2011. 

(AP Photo) 


Phone and email messages were left for Big Boi's pub¬ 
licists. 

Big Boi is best known as half of the groundbreaking rap 
duo OutKast, which includes Andre 3000. The Atlanta- 
based group won six Grammys and churned out six 
platinum-plus albums, including their “Speakerboxxx/ 
The Love Below,” which sold over 10 million copiesO 



Felicity Huffman, Eva Longoria, Teri Hatcher and Marcia Cross 
toasting one another in a scene from ABC's “Desperate 
Housewives.” According to a person familiar with ABC's plans 
for the drama, next season will be its last, nd producers hadn't 
authorized public comment. 

(AP Photo/ABC, Peter Stone) 

It's official: 

‘Housewives’ finally 
facing final season! 

BEVERLY HILLS, California (AP) — “The only harder thing 
than creating a hit show is knowing when to end it,” 
said Marc Cherry as he looked ahead to the final year 
of “Desperate Housewives." As ABC made official that 
the hit series would end after its upcoming eighth season, 
its creator. Cherry, joined ABC Entertainment President 
Paul Lee to insist the decision had been made jointly. 
“I’m very aware that some shows overstay their welcome 
and I didn’t want that to happen with ‘Desperate House¬ 
wives,”’ Cherry told reporters during a Sunday session of 
the Television Critics Association conference. □ 
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We still Love Lucy, who would be 100 on Saturday 


LYNN ELBER 

AP Television Writer 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — We 

loved Lucy and we still do. 
On the 100th anniversary of 
her birth Saturday and 60 
years since “I Love Lucy” 
first aired, Lucille Ball's leg¬ 
acy remains remarkable — 
and her talent remarkably 
fresh and watchable. 
Consider other popular sit¬ 
coms that aired alongside 
Ball and Desi Arnaz’s show 
during its 1951 -to-1957 life 
span on CBS. “The Adven¬ 
tures of Ozzie & Harriet” 
and “Father Knows Best,” 
among others, are period 
Americana that evoke 
sweet nostalgia far more 
than laughs. 

But “I Love Lucy," in all its 
black-and-white glory, re¬ 
mains a draw worldwide 
for viewers who certainly 
weren’t around for its de¬ 
but. Over the past five de¬ 
cades the sitcom has won 
new audiences — and in¬ 
troduced Lucy to younger 
generations — over and 
over through TV syndica¬ 
tion and video sales. 

Lucie Arnaz, Ball’s daugh¬ 
ter, was asked by a Chi¬ 
nese interviewer to explain 
why her mother and the 
show are so popular in Chi¬ 
na. It’s a “phenomenon,” 
Arnaz offers. 

“I think of her as mom most 
of the time. Then I switch 
... and try to see her as the 
rest of the world does. It’s 
almost too big,” Arnaz said 
Friday. 

Who could have predicted 
that the most timeless and 
international of all TV tal¬ 
ents would be a fortysome¬ 
thing woman who, taking 
the structured role of a 
homemaker in mid-century 
New York City, stretched 
into it the stuff of classic 
comedy? 

Picture this: Lucy swigging 
down awful Vitameatave- 
gamine, with a grimace 
and a wannabe-pitch¬ 
man's smile fighting for cus¬ 
tody of her face before the 
boozy patent medicine be¬ 
gins to take control of her. 
Can you recall the scene, 
let alone watch it, and not 
get at least a small jolt of 
pleasure, even if it’s the 
umpteenth time? 

Or consider Lucy vs. the 
industrial revolution, as a 
conveyer belt outpaces 


her candy-processing skills 
and desperation and poor 
judgment join ranks. 

“All right, girls, now this is 
your last chance. If one 
piece of candy gets past 
you and into the packing 
room unwrapped, you're 
fired,” the plant supervisor 


barks at Lucy and partner- 
in-crime Ethel Mertz (Vivian 
Vance). 

That’s the setup. The deliv¬ 
ery, in the most rewarding 
Ball fashion, is mostly word¬ 
less. 

As the belt speeds up 
and chocolates slip by en 
masse, Lucy and Ethel try 
stuffing the evidence in 
their mouths. Down their 
dresses. In their handbags. 
Lucy, eyes wide and lips 
puckered, looks as guilty as 
a kid cheating big-time in 
class. 

Another winner: the Ital¬ 
ian grape-stomping scene, 
which turns an oversized 
barrel of fruit into an arena 
with Lucy the poseur ver¬ 
sus a diligent worker. Lucy 
turns their task into a pas 
de deux that goes from a 
square dance to a grape- 
flinging battle. 

Dialogue? Forget about 
it. No need, given Lucy’s 
adroit physicality and glee¬ 
ful mugging, all dignity and 
beauty be damned. (She 
credited masterful Buster 
Keaton for teaching her 


timing and how to move, 
and fall.) 

Her big-eyed, full-lipped 
look didn't start as comic 
fodder. She was a mod¬ 
el, a movie starlet in the 
early 1930s and then an 
actress with minor roles in 
a handful of good films 


(“Stage Door”) and bigger 
roles in many more forget¬ 
table ones (“Dance, Girl, 
Dance”). 

Then came television, 
which made Lucille Ball. 
In return, she and Arnaz, 
her husband, partner and 
co-star, made TV comedy 
what it is to this day. 

First, they pushed the nar¬ 
row-minded TV industry 
beyond its comfort zone, 
proving that audiences 
would accept a blue-eyed 
redhead married to a Cu¬ 
ban-born band leader with 
a heavy accent. (“Lucy, 
you got some ‘splainin’ to 
do!") 

Ball and Arnaz pioneered 
the three-camera sitcom 
with “I Love Lucy," which 
was filmed like a stage 
play. Using multiple cam¬ 
eras eliminated the need 
to interrupt scenes to shoot 
from different angles and 
allowed actors to play to a 
studio audience. 

Although “The Office," 
"30 Rock" and other com¬ 
edies have popularized 
the single-camera format. 


multiple-camera “Two and 
a Half Men” has reigned as 
the top-rated sitcom in re¬ 
cent years and more new 
comedies are embracing 
the convention. 

Creating a quality film re¬ 
cord of fhe episodes — af 
a time most shows aired live 


and unpreserved — paid 
a huge dividend, making 
“I Love Lucy” episodes re- 
salable as reruns and their 
production house, Desilu, 
the first studio to profit from 
program syndication. 

Desilu became a power¬ 
ful force in early television. 
Besides “I Love Lucy," it 
turned out some of the 
top comedy shows of the 
1950s and 1960s, including 
“December Bride," "Our 
Miss Brooks” and “Make 
Room for Daddy.” After 
Ball and Arnaz divorced in 
1960, he sold her his share 
in the company for $3 mil¬ 
lion. With a shrewd business 
sense, she built it into a ma¬ 
jor TV production company 
and in 1967 sold it to Gulf & 
Western Industries Inc. for 
$17 million. 

Fanboys and girls, nofe: Af 
Ball’s insistence, the studio 
produced the original “Star 
Trek” series and landed it 
on NBC. Ball was known as 
a modest luminary, invari¬ 
ably sharing credit and es¬ 
pecially when “I Love Lucy" 
drew praise. Q 



In this photo taken by AP Images for CBS DVD, Lucie Arnaz is seen at the “Lucille Ball At 100 & ‘I Love 
Lucy' At 60” opening gala, in the room where Lucille Ball first dyed her hair red, at The Hollywood 
Museum in Los Angeles. The event also celebrates the recently released “Best of I love Lucy” DVD 
collection from CBS Home Entertainment and Paramount Home Entertainment. 

(Casey Rodgers/AP Images for CBS DVD) 



‘Twilight’ set 
to eclipse 
TCA 

DERRIK J. LANG 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “The 
Twilight Saga" is once again 
expected to claw the com¬ 
petition at the Teen Choice 
Awards. 

The third installment of the 
supernatural saga is lead¬ 
ing the pack of wannabe 
winners at Sunday’s fan- 
favorite ceremony in Los 
Angeles, with 12 nomina¬ 
tions in such categories as 
choice movie liplock and 
villain. 

The “Twilight” film franchise 



Actress and singer Selena 
Gomez attends the premiere 
of “Monte Carlo” in New York. 
“The Twilight Saga,” Taylor 
Swift and Selena Gomez are 
expected to sail away with a 
few surfboard-shaped trophies 
at Sunday's Teen Choice 
Awards. The vampire saga and 
pop princesses are among the 
leading nominees at the fan- 
favorite ceremony. Gomez is 
set to perform, while Swift will 
receive the ultimate choice 
award for her contributions to 
the entertainment industry. 

(AP Photo/Evan Agostini, File) 

starring Robert Pattinson, 
Kristin Stewart and Taylor 
Lautner has dominated the 
Teen Choice Awards since 
the first “Twilight" flick de- 
bufed in 2008. 

Pattinson, Lautner, Kellan 
Lutz, Nikki Reed and Ash¬ 
ley Greene are among the 
series’ stars scheduled to 
appear Sunday. If history is 
any indication, “The Twilight 
Saga” cast will make sev¬ 
eral trips to the podium to 
accept surfboard-shaped 
trophies at the over-the- 
top ceremony. 

Last year, “The Twilight 
Saga: New Moon” collect¬ 
ed the most honors with 12 
wins. □ 
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The downgrade blues 



Win together or lose together 



MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Barack Obama 
must wonder sometimes if his luck 
has run out. Maybe he used it 
all up in 2008. “Yes, we can!” has 
devolved into “Hey, we might.” 
“When I said, ‘Change we can 
believe in,’ I didn’t say, ‘Change 
we can believe in tomorrow,”’ he 
told an audience at a Chicago 
fundraiser on Wednesday. “Not, 
‘Change we can believe in next 
week.’ We knew this was going to 
take time, because we’ve got this 
big, messy, tough democracy.” 
True enough, but not FDR-inspiring 
to a deflated and desperate na¬ 
tion that may face higher borrow¬ 
ing rates after the shock of the first 
credit downgrade in U.S. history. 
Barack Obama blazed like Luke 
Skywalker in 2008, but he never 
learned to channel the Force. And 
now the Tea Party has run off with 
his light saber. 

The dissonance of his promise and 
his reality is jarring. 

When he had power, he didn’t 
use it. He wanted to be a “trans¬ 
formational” president like Ronald 
Reagan, but failed to understand 
that Reagan’s strategic shows 
of strength allowed him to keep 
the whip hand without raising his 
voice. And now, just when the 
high school principal in the Oval 
has been browbeating Congress 
to help create jobs, he is once 
more distracted from that task as 
he tries to save his own. 

He goes to fundraisers to tell peo¬ 
ple to stick with him, but he seems 
to be trying to reassure himself. 

“I have to admit,” the president 
said in Chicago, “I didn’t know 
how steep the climb was going to 
be.” At the large fundraiser in his 
hometown, he tried to reassure 
disillusioned liberals about “unfin¬ 
ished business” to help those in 
need. Later, at a smaller $35,800-a- 
head dinner, he defended the 
unpopular debt package like a 
proud fiscal conservative. 

The president talks fondly of 
George Bush the elder, just as Bush 
the elder does of him. Obama 
thinks Bush is a poignant figure 
because he did the right thing, 
breaking his tax pledge to fix the 
deficit, even though he got pun¬ 
ished for it with one term. It is clear 
that the once cocky Obama 
is feeling that same poignancy 
about his own presidency. Left in 
a giant pickle by the hot-dogging 
Bush the younger, the president 
who gloriously made history is now 
stuck in Sisyphus mode. He thinks 


he’s doing the right things to crawl 
out of W.’s mudslide, but he ends 
up being castigated by the right 
as a socialist, by the left as a con¬ 
servative, and by the middle as 
wobbly. 

The one clear-cut, chesty victory 
that Obama has had may have 
come too late for beleaguered 
Americans to much care. 

When the president is asked what 
it felt like to kill Osama, he’s low- 
key and modest, even though he 
personally refocused the mission 
to capture the 9/11 architect af¬ 
ter W. dropped the ball. 

He has told people what a thrill it 
was to meet SEAL Team 6 - and 
the dog Cairo - which pulled off 
the hit, noting that the men looked 
less young and fearsome than he 
expected, and more like guys 
working at Home Depot. But while 
Obama takes the high road, his 
aides have made sure there are 
proxies to exuberantly brag on 
him. 

The White House clearly blessed 
the dramatic reconstruction of the 
mission by Nicholas Schmidle in 
The New Yorker - so vividly descrip¬ 
tive of the SEALS’ looks, quotes 
and thoughts that Schmidle had 
to clarify after the piece was pub¬ 
lished that he had not actually 
talked to any of them. 

“I’ll just say that the 23 SEALs on 
the mission that evening were not 
the only ones who were listening 
to their radio communications,” 
Schmidle said, answering read¬ 
ers’ questions in a live chat, after 
taking flak for leaving some with 
the impression that he had inter¬ 
viewed the heroes when he wrote 
in his account that it was based on 
“some of their recollections.” 

The White House is also count¬ 
ing on the Kathryn Bigelow and 
Mark Boal big-screen version of 
the killing of bin Laden to counter 
Obama’s growing reputation as 
ineffectual. The Sony film by the 
Oscar-winning pair who made 
“The Hurt Locker” will no doubt 
reflect the president’s cool, gutsy 
decision against shaky odds. Just 
as Obamaland was hoping, the 
movie is scheduled to open on 
Oct. 12, 2012 - perfectly timed to 
give a home-stretch boost to a 
campaign that has grown tough¬ 
er. 

The moviemakers are getting top- 
level access to the most classified 
mission in history from an adminis¬ 
tration that has tried to throw more 
people in jail for leaking classified 
information than the Bush admin¬ 
istration. 

It was clear that the White House 
had outsourced the job of man¬ 
ning up the president’s image to 
Hollywood when Boal got wel¬ 
comed to the upper echelons 
of the White House and the Pen¬ 
tagon and showed up recently 
- to the surprise of some military 
officers - at a CIA ceremony cel¬ 
ebrating the hero SEALs. 

Just like W., Obama is going for 
that “Mission Accomplished” glow 
(without the suggestive harness). 
At least in this president’s case, 
though, something has been 
accomplished.^ 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

In the wake of the hugely disap¬ 
pointing budget deal and the 
S&P’s debt downgrade, maybe 
we need to hang a new sign in the 
immigration arrival halls at all U.S. 
ports and airports. It could simply 
read: “Welcome. 

You are entering the United States 
of America. Past performance is 
not necessarily indicative of future 
returns.” 

Because our country is now finding 
itself in the worst kind of decline - a 
slow decline, just slow enough for 
us to keep deluding ourselves that 
nothing really fundamental needs 
to change if our future is to match 
our past. 

Our slow decline is a product of 
two inter-related problems. 

First, we’ve let our five basic pillars 
of growth erode since the end of 
the Cold War - education, infra¬ 
structure, immigration of high-IQ 
innovators and entrepreneurs, 
rules to incentivize risk-taking and 
startups, and government-funded 
research to spur science and tech¬ 
nology. 

We mistakenly treated the end of 
the Cold War as a victory that al¬ 
lowed us to put our feet up - when 
it was actually the onset of one 
of the greatest challenges we’ve 
ever faced. 

We helped to unleash 2 billion 
people just like us - in China, India 
and Eastern Europe. 

For us to effectively compete and 
collaborate with them - to main¬ 
tain the American dream - re¬ 
quired studying harder, investing 
wiser, innovating faster, upgrad¬ 
ing our infrastructure quicker and 


working smarter. 

Instead of doing that at the scale 
we needed - that is, building mus¬ 
cle - we injected ourselves with 
massive amounts of credit steroids 
(just like our baseball players). 

This enabled millions of people 
to buy homes they could not af¬ 
ford and to fill jobs in construction 
and retail that did not require that 
much education. 

Our European friends went on a 
similar binge. 

All this debt blew up in 2008 in the 
United States and Europe, and 
that led to the second problem: 
Homeowners, firms, banks and 
governments are all now “dele¬ 
veraging” or trying to - meaning 
that they are saving more, shop¬ 
ping less, paying off debts and try¬ 
ing to dig out from mortgages that 
are underwater. 

No one better explains the implica¬ 
tions of this than Kenneth Rogoff, 
a professor of economics at Har¬ 
vard, who argued in an essay last 
week for Project Syndicate that 
we are not in a Great Recession 
but in a Great (Credit) Contrac¬ 
tion: “Why is everyone still referring 
to the recent financial crisis as the 
‘Great Recession?”’ asked Rogoff. 
‘'The phrase 'Great Recession’ 
creates the impression that the 
economy is following the contours 
of a typical recession, only more 
severe - something like a really 
bad cold.... 

But the real problem is that the 
global economy is badly overlev¬ 
eraged, and there is no quick es¬ 
cape without a scheme to transfer 
wealth from creditors to debtors, 
either through defaults, financial 
repression, or inflation. ... 

“In a conventional recession,” 
Rogoff noted, “the resumption of 
growth implies a reasonably brisk 
return to normalcy. 

The economy not only regains 
its lost ground, but, within a year, 
it typically catches up to its rising 
long-run trend. 

The aftermath of a typical deep 
financial crisis is something com¬ 
pletely different.... It typically takes 
an economy more than four years 
just to reach the same per capita 
income level that it had attained 
at its pre-crisis peak.... 

Many commentators have ar¬ 
gued that fiscal stimulus has 


largely failed not because it was 
misguided, but because it was not 
large enough to fight a ‘Great Re¬ 
cession.’ 

But, in a ‘Great Contraction,’ 
problem No. 1 is too much debt.” 
Until we find ways to restructure 
and forgive some of these debts 
from consumers, firms, banks and 
governments, spending to drive 
growth is not going to come back 
at the scale we need. 

Our challenge now, therefore, is 
to deleverage the economy as 
fast as possible, while, at the same 
time, getting back to investing as 
much as possible in our real pillars 
of growth so our recovery is built 
on sustainable businesses and real 
jobs and not just on another round 
of credit injections. 

Regarding deleveraging, Rogoff 
suggests, for example, that the 
government facilitate the writing 
down of mortgages in exchange 
for a share of any future home- 
price appreciation. 

Regarding growth, we surely need 
a much smarter long-term fiscal 
plan than the one that just came 
out of Washington. 

We need to cut spending in areas 
and on a time schedule that will 
hurt the least; we need to raise 
taxes in ways that will hurt the least 
(now is the perfect time for a gaso¬ 
line tax rather than payroll taxes); 
and we need to use some of these 
revenues to invest in the pillars of 
our growth, with special empha¬ 
sis on infrastructure, research and 
incentives for risk-taking and start¬ 
ups. 

We need to offer every possible 
incentive to get Americans to start 
new businesses to grow out of this 
hole. 

If juggling all these needs at once 
sounds hard and complicated, it 
is. 

There is no easy, one-policy fix. 
We need to help people delever¬ 
age, cut some spending, raise 
some revenues and reinvest in our 
growth engines - as an integrat¬ 
ed strategy for national renewal. 
Something this big and complex 
cannot be accomplished by one 
party alone. 

It will require the kind of collec¬ 
tive action usually reserved for na¬ 
tional emergencies. The sooner we 
pull together the better.Q 
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‘Rent’ is to open off-Broadway 


PATRICK HEALY 
© 2011 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Gone is the 
two-tone scarf, the crew- 
neck sweater, the eye¬ 
glasses: the signature cos¬ 
tume for Mark Cohen, a 
lead character in the mu¬ 
sical “Rent.” During the 
show’s 12 years on Broad¬ 


way that character's look 
was so familiar it inspired 
many Halloween costumes 
in New York. 

Now, in the new off-Broad- 
way revival of “Rent,” 
Mark's stylings are a cap 
atop his curly mop of hair 
(it’s still cold in the East Vil¬ 
lage) and a plaid shirt (ref¬ 
erencing colors in his first 
overcoat). 

Mark's makeover is about 
as radical as this “Rent” 
gets at reinvention, as the 
show’s producers and di¬ 
rector - who were also 
behind the Broadway pro¬ 
duction - are gambling 
that New York theatergo¬ 
ers want another “Rent” 
only three years after its 
Broadway run ended. Most 
theater artists usually let a 
good decade pass before 
reviving popular titles in 
New York, and when they 
do, they usually build the 
revival around a fresh con¬ 
cept, a star or some other 
artistic justification. 

Instead, this production’s 


backers forthrightly ac¬ 
knowledged that their 
main motives for reviving 
“Rent” so soon were profit 
and their own sentimental¬ 
ity. 

“Theater is a business and 
we do it to make money, 
and I'm a producer and I 
have to make a living, and 


we have a director who 
needs to make a living, 
and we have actors who 
act to make a living," said 
Jeffrey Seller, a lead pro¬ 
ducer of the original 1996 
production, which moved 
swiftly from New York The¬ 
ater Workshop to Broad¬ 
way, and the revival, which 
opens Thursday. 

“There's integrity in that,” 
Seller continued. “We're 
providing something of use 
to society, not just employ¬ 
ment but a piece of art 
that I’ve heard over and 
over people say they wish 
they could see again in 
New York or take their kids 
to see.” 

Michael Greif, the director, 
said he signed up immedi¬ 
ately for the revival without 
any desire to subvert or re¬ 
interpret the work beyond 
a fresh look at the sets, cos¬ 
tumes, choreography and 
other physical elements. 
“After ‘Rent’ closed, I’d 
quickly come to miss it,” he 
said. “I just thought it should 


be a show that was always 
in New York for people to 
see.” 

“Rent,” already a recon¬ 
ception of Puccini's op¬ 
era “La Boheme," about 
friends and lovers grap¬ 
pling with art, AIDS and life 
in the East Village, was a 
critical and commercial 


sensation in the late 1990s. 
It won four Tony Awards, in¬ 
cluding best musical, and 
generated popular tours 
in the United States, Japan 
and South Korea. Europe¬ 


ans, for whatever reason, 
were “strangely chillier" to 
the show, said Allan S. Gor¬ 
don, another lead produc¬ 
er of the show then and 
now. 

The producers ended the 
Broadway run in 2008 when 
weekly operating costs - 
about $350,000 - were ex¬ 
ceeding weekly revenues. 
Seller said. The show had 
been profitable for years, 
but Seller said that the 
producers neither wanted 
to eat into those profits to 
keep the show going nor 
to subject the cast to the 
depressing experience of 
performing in half-empty 
theaters. 

Fittingly, perhaps, given the 
show's title, the sharpest dif¬ 
ference between the latest 
off-Broadway production 
and the one on Broadway 
is money. The new off- 
Broadway production cost 
$1.5 million to mount com¬ 
pared with $3.5 million for 
the Broadway production 
in 1996. The weekly running 
costs of “Rent” in its current 
499-seat theater at New 
World Stages are $115,000, 
or about one-third of the 
nut on Broadway. The po¬ 
tential gross, meanwhile, is 
in the mid-$200,000 range 
each week (depending on 
ticket pricing). “Rent” has 
been earning weekly profits 
since preview performanc¬ 
es began in July and has 
$400,000 in advance ticket 


sales. Seller said. 

The producers' business 
strategy - to reap profits off 
of a well-known brand in a 
less-costly market, like tele¬ 
vision reruns in syndication 

- is perhaps most evident 
in the advertising budget 
for the new “Rent.” Seller 
said the budget is $15,000 
a week, compared with 
the budgets of $50,000 
to $100,000 of many new 
Broadway musicals seeking 
to lure ticket buyers. 

Even the typeface on post¬ 
ers and programs for this 
“Rent” remains the same 
as the original; to use a new 
design. Seller said, might 
suggest that this was an un¬ 
recognizable “Rent." 

“When George Lucas puts 
out 3-D ‘Star Wars,' he's not 
going to change the logo," 
Seller said. “And when we 
do ‘Rent’ off-Broadway, 
we’re not going to change 
the logo.” 

Many of the creative 
changes that Greif did pur¬ 
sue are intended to create 
some artistic distance from 
the Broadway produc¬ 
tion, though some of those 
tweaks wink at the original 
too. 

The more intimate theater 
and the cast of young, un¬ 
known actors - just as the 
original cast members, in¬ 
cluding Idina Menzel and 
Anthony Rapp, once were 

- add dashes of freshness 
to the productionO 



Michael Greif, the director of the musical “Rent,” at the New World Stages in New York. 

(Sara Krulwich/The New York Times) 



A scene from the musical “Rent,” at the New World Stage in New York. Three years after its Broad¬ 
way run ended, the musical “Rent” is returning to New York, but this time its revival is coming Off 
Broadway at New World Stages. 

(Sara Krulwich/The New York Times) 
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